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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the most important obstacles facing first division football
referees in Babylon Governorate during the 2023/2024 season and to analyze the impact
of these obstacles on the level of refereeing performance. The research adopted a
descriptive approach using a survey method. The study was conducted on a population
of (45) first-degree judges in the governorate, employing a comprehensive enumeration
method. The sample size was (40) judges, with a response rate of (88.8%). Data were
collected using a questionnaire specifically designed for this study, after confirming its
validity and reliability, with Cronbach's alpha coefficient of (0.91). The questionnaire
consisted of (30) items distributed across four main axes. The results revealed that
administrative and organizational obstacles were the most influential (mean 3.70),
followed by material and financial obstacles (mean 3.53), then training and technical
obstacles (mean 3.28), and finally social and psychological obstacles (mean 3.15).
Furthermore, chi-square (x?) analysis showed statistical significance at the (a <0.05) level
for the sample's responses to most questionnaire items, confirming that these obstacles
are real and tangible from the referees' perspective. The study concluded that the
refereeing environment in Babylon Governorate suffers from structural weaknesses in
both administrative and financial aspects, which negatively impacts the efficiency and
motivation of referees. It also demonstrated a strong correlation between high levels of
psychological and media pressures and weak administrative support, on the one hand,
and an increased rate of refereeing errors, on the other.
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