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Abstract

The objectives of this study are to examine the Qur’anic verse in the context of
Surah al-Anfal, which was revealed to address the events of the Battle of Badr and
the subsequent themes of victory and reassurance. At that time, the Muslims were
few in number while their enemies were many, so Allah revealed this verse as a
reassurance to the Prophet st and his companions, affirming that divine
sufficiency alone constitutes the foundation of triumph and empowerment. The
exegetical reports indicate that the verse was revealed to strengthen the Prophet and
his followers in facing the forces of polytheism, clarifying that reliance upon Allah
renders them independent of any other support. The verse’s coherence with the
preceding passage lies in the discussion of the believers’ small numbers and their
perseverance, while its connection to the subsequent passage is in introducing the
rulings of jihad. Thus, it serves as a link between spiritual reassurance and practical
injunctions.

From a grammatical perspective, exegetes and grammarians have presented
two principal interpretations. The first considers “wa man ittaba ‘aka” (and those
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who followed you) as conjoined to the Divine Name, rendering the meaning: ““Allah
is sufficient for you, and the believers who followed you are also sufficient,” which
highlights the believers’ role as material means of support in achieving victory. The
second interpretation takes “wa man ittaba ‘aka” as conjoined to the pronoun in
“hasbuka” (sufficient for you), meaning: “Allah is sufficient for you, and Allah is
sufficient for those who followed you.” This reading emphasizes more explicitly
that sufficiency belongs solely to Allah, for both the Prophet and his followers.

Accordingly, the difference in grammatical analysis does not alter the core

theological meaning but rather enriches it, as both readings affirm the principle of
reliance on Allah. At the same time, the role of material causes is acknowledged as
part of divine support, without being independently effective. Thus, the verse
conveys an enduring theological message: absolute sufficiency belongs to Allah
alone, and victory is inseparably linked to faith and monotheism.
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