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Research Topic: The hadiths that Imam al-Bukhari deemed defective through his 

expression of surprise and his methodology regarding them. The importance of the 

research lies in its connection to Imam al-Bukhari and his great stature in the sciences 

of hadith, especially the science of defects, and its connection to an uncommon 

method of declaring a hadith defective, namely, expressing surprise at it.  The research 

problem lies in Imam al-Bukhari's use of an uncommon method in declaring hadiths 

defective. The research methodology: I followed the inductive and analytical 

method. Among the most prominent findings of the research: Imam al-Bukhari's 

surprise is more than just weakening and rejecting a hadith. There is a correlation 

between Imam al-Bukhari's surprise at a hadith and his denial of its authenticity. All 

the hadiths that Imam al-Bukhari expressed surprise at are rejected hadiths. Imam al-

Bukhari was not alone in rejecting and weakening these hadiths; rather, other critical 

imams agreed with him. The hadiths that Imam al-Bukhari expressed surprise at are of 

two types: The first type: surprise at the text of the hadith, which has two forms: The 

first: his surprise at the origin of the hadith, and the second: his surprise at an extra 

word in the text of a hadith whose origin is established in his view. The second type is 

astonishment at the chain of transmission of a hadith due to its contradiction with the 
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well-known narration of that hadith. This has two forms: first, astonishment at the 

chain of transmission of a hadith with a weak text; and second, astonishment at the 

chain of transmission of a hadith with a sound text. Imam al-Bukhari sometimes 

explicitly states the defect in the hadith he finds astonishing, and sometimes he points 

to the correct way in which the hadith was narrated. 

Keywords: al-Bukhari, astonishment, defects, hadith 
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