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National Identity Versus International Obligations on The

Interaction Between Sovereignty and Public International Law
Dr. Salim Anwar Ahmed
University of Kirkuk- College of Law and Political Science
Abstract

The contemporary international system is undergoing rapid transformations that
challenge its traditional foundations, particularly the principles of state
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sovereignty and national identity. At the same time, international law imposes
growing obligations on states in various areas such as human rights,
environmental protection, counter-terrorism, and the fight against organized
crime. This dynamic creates a persistent tension between the preservation of
national identity and the requirements of integration into the international legal
order. This study aims to analyze the dialectical relationship between national
identity and international legal obligations through an examination of
contemporary case studies that illustrate the limits of interaction or conflict
between the two principles, with a special focus on the challenges faced by
developing states. It also explores the implications of this tension for the future
of state sovereignty and proposes a legal approach based on achieving balance
between respect for national particularities and adherence to international
standards — as the optimal path to address global multidimensional challenges.
The research ultimately highlights the potential of international law to serve as a
regulatory framework capable of reconciling national identity with the dynamics
of globalization, thereby strengthening both the legal awareness of states and the
collective identity of the international community.

Keywords: National Identity, International Obligations, State Sovereignty.
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