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£ Abstract

This study explores the 1982 presidential elections in Costa Rica, which led to
the victory of Luis Alberto Monge, candidate of the National Liberation Party (PLN),
during a time of significant internal and regional political and economic challenges. The
research highlights the economic crisis facing the country at the time, marked by rising
foreign debt, high unemployment, and inflation, as well as the Impact of regional
Instability in Central America—particularly in Nicaragua and El Salvador—on Costa

Rica’s internal situation.
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The study analyzes the policies adopted by President Monge, focused on
restoring democratic stability, restructuring the economy, and pursuing a policy of
neutrality In regional conflicts, especially the Nicaraguan crisis. However, the Monge
administration faced Increasing pressure from the United States, whose influence in the
region Intensified under President Ronald Reagan, particularly concerning security

Issues and support for the Nicaraguan opposition.

The research also examines the U.S. position toward Monge’s government,
which initially reflected caution due to Costa Rica’s neutrality, but later evolved Into
economic and political support aimed at promoting a stable democratic model in a
volatile region. The study also highlights tensions in bilateral relations, especially
regarding U.S. proposals to establish military bases and Costa Rica’s rejection of

regional interventions.

The study concludes that Monge’s election marked a critical moment in Costa
Rica’s modern political history, representing a careful balance between political
independence and international pressures, and an effort to consolidate stability and

development within a challenging regional context.
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Expresidentes/Luis—Alberto-Monge—Alvarez/ ; Luis Alberto Monge Alvarez 1925-2016,

Socialist International, Https://Www.Socialistinternational.Org/News—-Events/In—
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