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Regional Dominance Over Maritime Straits and Its Relationship
to Energy Supplies and Security in The Middle East

Lecturer Dr. Dhurgham Daoud Suleiman Hamad
Sunni Endowment Diwan - Anbar Endowments Directorate
Abstract:

The research aims to demonstrate the impact of regional hegemony
in the maritime straits (Hormuz and Bab al-Mandab) and its relationship to
the transport and security of energy supplies, as maritime security is one of
the most important factors in the transport and security of energy supplies
in our contemporary world, especially since more than half of the world's
oil production is transported by tankers that reach the final consumer
through the so-called "choke points" through the Middle East region via the
Straits of Hormuz and Bab al-Mandab. These are narrow sea lanes that can
be subject to interruptions for many reasons, including non-governmental
threats and regional and international competition. The importance of the
maritime straits in the region lies in their being supreme strategic objectives
for regional and international powers. The research followed the descriptive
and analytical approach in studying the geographical importance of the
Straits of Hormuz and Bab al-Mandab, the variables affecting the transport
and security of energy supplies, and the mechanisms for achieving the
research topic. Results: The research concluded that the plans of countries
to extend influence and control in expansion projects within the Middle East
region will not be completed unless they control the joints of the maritime
straits and have a presence offshore. Its shores, to secure energy sources
and control maritime transport and trade routes, and the Arab role in
controlling and dominating the straits, especially (Hormuz-Bab al-Mandab)
is very limited, and they can be considered a secondary player despite the
large coastal extension on these straits, and the main players are the United
States of America and Iran, and as a result maritime navigation has become
neither safe nor easy due to the strategies of these countries and their
importance in controlling trade routes, straits and waterways, which is the
situation the world is experiencing today also in terms of energy and global
trade routes.

Keywords: Straits, Regional Hegemony, Energy, Middle East.
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