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Reforming the Arab Charter on Human Rights and the Statute

of the Arab Court of Human Rights
Mr. Imad Abdel Sttar Ali Al Marei
Ministry of Education — General Education in Anbar

Abstract

The Arab Charter continues to suffer from weak oversight of its
implementation by member states. The Charter Committee's role is limited to
receiving and discussing reports from member states and issuing
recommendations that may not be adhered to by the concerned state.
Furthermore, it is not permitted to receive complaints from states, individuals,
or non-governmental organizations. The Statute of the Arab Court, which has
not yet entered into force, is also burdened with several shortcomings
regarding the Court's jurisdiction, most notably the prohibition on individuals
and the Charter Committee from resorting to it. Therefore, this study proposes
a suitable project to reform the role of these mechanisms, enhancing the
effectiveness of protection by fostering cooperation and integration between
the Charter Committee and the Arab Court. The primary procedure within the
protection system is entrusted to the Charter Committee, which strives to find
an amicable settlement between the parties. If its efforts fail, it can refer the
complaint to the Arab Court as a last resort. This hierarchical approach to
protection reassures the Arab political system and reduces the anxiety of
appearing before a regional court as an adversary of one of its citizens, by
focusing its efforts on amicable resolution. This study uniquely highlights the
shared interests between the individual and the state. The consequences of the
reform process, which include protecting the rights of the Arab individual,
protecting Arab security, and the stability of Arab political systems, contribute
to motivating Arab states to reconsider the role of the Charter Committee and
amend the Statute of the Arab Court.

Keywords: Arab Charter Committee, Arab Court, Amicable Settlement,

Gradation in Protection.
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