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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the concept of rare usage (al-nadir) in Arabic
lexicography, with a particular focus on Al-Muhkam wa al-Muhit al-A‘’dham by
Ilbn Sida (d. 458 AH). This vast linguistic encyclopedia follows the
methodological path of Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi(d. 175 AH) in its
phonetic arrangement and morphological derivations. The phenomenon of
rarity is one of the linguistic features found across several branches of Arabic
studies, as it pertains to syntactic structures and speech usages that contrast
with regularity and frequency.The research seeks to shed light on this
phenomenon, since both classical and modern studies—despite their
abundance—have mostly centered on the well-known dialects accepted as
standard sources of linguistic evidence. This is likely because most linguistic
texts, both in poetry and prose, were transmitted from these major dialects
rather than from the rare ones.

The study discusses Al-Muhkam and its author Ibn Sida, defines the notion
of rarity linguistically and terminologically, traces its stages of development,
and presents the emergence of the Books of Rarities and the grammarians’
stances toward them. It concludes with applied examples from Al-Muhkam wa
al-Muhit al-A’dham and Ibn Sida’s perspective on such rare usages.

Keywords: rare usage; lbn Sida; Al-Muhkam wa al-Muhit al-A‘dham;
linguistic phenome)
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