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Abstract

Death is a significant and inevitable aspect of human existence. It is a cen-
tral source of fear and existential concern that deeply affects the human mind
and spirit. Across the centuries, scholars, philosophers, religious authorities,
and particularly Sufi traditions have examined the concept of death from dif-
ferent viewpoints, each adding unique insights to their own understanding to
this intricate topic.

For some individuals, death is seen as a natural and compulsory end to
life, often interpreted through religious texts like the Qur>an and Hadith of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Others have inspected death from
a more spiritual and philosophical perspective, proposing a notion of volun-
tary death which is a form of spiritual transformation based on interpretations
of Qur’anic verses such as: “So repent to your Creator and kill yourselves”
[Qurran 2:54], sl 15806 & )6 153 ) ( “And those who strive for Us—We
will surely guide them to Our ways” [Qupan 29:69], (meieil Lis | o ala (3l
L)

as well as the saying: “Die before you die.” (15— 53 o) I8 | 55 5«) Based on
both types this study examines how natural (involuntary death) and spiritual
(voluntary death) are represented in the poetry of Baba Tahir Hamadani, he

was a Sufi poet known for his themes of spiritual and natural death, as well
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as mysticism in his work. he has had a great impact on Sufism and gnostic
literature, and his influence extended to poets who came after him. Accord-
ing to his poetic texts about the subject of death referring to the natural death
as a reminder of the temporary nature of life and the importance of letting
go of material illusions. At other times, he discusses voluntary death, which
symbolizes self-discipline, the struggle against the commanding self (nafs al-
ammara), and the liberation of the soul from the slavery of the nafs ego and
worldly desires, ultimately leading to spiritual freedom. The analysis of his
poetry reveals that death is not just an ending, but also a significant spiritual
awakening.

Keywords: Baba Tahir Hamadani, mysticism, spiritual death (voluntary
death), natural death (involuntary death).
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