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Abstract :

Chester A. Arthur, the twenty—first President of the United States, assumed
office in September 1881 following the assassination of President James A.
Garfield. His administration focused on addressing economic recession and
enhancing the efficiency of the federal government. In this context, he enacted the
Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act of 1883, which established the principle of
merit—-based employment in public service. He also supported the Chinese Exclusion
Act of 1882, despite the significant controversy it generated.

Arthur sought to reduce tariff rates and stimulate trade through specialized
commissions, and he oversaw the Rivers and Harbors Act, aimed at improving
national infrastructure. Furthermore, he placed great emphasis on modernizing the
U.S. Navy, earning the title “Father of the Steel Navy” for his determined efforts to
strengthen America’s naval power, which ultimately enhanced the nation’s global

military standing.
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In terms of foreign policy, Arthur achieved notable successes in international
conferences and worked to promote maritime and commercial cooperation. Despite
these accomplishments, he has often been regarded as a “forgotten president.”
However, contemporary evaluations of his legacy highlight his significant
contributions to administrative reform and the modernization of state institutions. His
presidency lasted until March 1885.

Keywords: ( Chester A. Arthur, 21st President, Civil Service Reform, Chinese
Exclusion Act, Economic Recession of 1882, Customs Tariff, Berlin Conference,
Meridian Conference).
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