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Karbala as a Capital, Al-Aqeer as a Symbol

Asst. Prof. Dr. Ahmed Fadhil Hassoun

University of Karbala - College of Education for Human Sciences

Email: Ahmed.f@uokerbala.edu.iq

Abstract

Archaeological sites are the foundation of every city’s history. They represent the tangible
heritage through which historical information is revealed. The site of Al-Uqair is linked between

ancient civilizations, known as the ‘Uqar of Babylon, and Islamic civilization.

It is connected to the present, mentioned by Imam Hussein (PBUH), and other figures with a
historical role, as mentioned by poets, and from here stems its importance. It is an ancient Karbala
city, revived by Imam Hussein (PBUH); the presence of Imam Hussein (PBUH) in Karbala revived
all the details of the city and made it the focus of everyone’s attention, so how would it be if Al-

Ugair was mentioned by his pure tongue?

In this research, we have traced Al-Uqair as a model linking the past and present of the city of
Karbala, and in more than one era from ancient times until the present era, and we divided it into
two sections: the first section: Al-Uqair (Ukira) in the ancient era as a city affiliated with Babylon,
and the second section: Al-Uqair (Ukira) in the Islamic era. We hope that we have succeeded in our

work, which included abundant and accurate information about this site.

Keywords: Karbala, Al-Uqair, Aqirah, Capital, Imam Hussein
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