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The Mechanisms of Time in Ahmed Khaled Mostafa’s

Antichristos within the Framework of Russian Formalism
Mr. Qusay Mohammed Ibrahim Hammoud
Anbar Education Directorate

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the mechanisms of time in Antichristos by
Ahmed Khaled Mostafa in light of the Russian Formalist approach. It
proceeds from the central hypothesis that time in this novel is not merely an
external framework for events, but rather a dominant element that
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contributes to shaping the text’s meanings and its intellectual and artistic
vision. The study relies on the distinction between story time and discourse
time—one of the core concepts of the Formalists—to uncover the tension
between the chronological sequence of events as they occurred and their
representation in the narrative. The findings reveal that the novel employs
multiple temporal mechanisms, reflecting the author’s tendency to captivate
the reader and sustain attention through deliberate temporal paradoxes. The
study also highlights the psychological dimension of time in the novel, by
depicting both individual and collective consciousness of history and myth,
thus making the text a space where different temporalities intersect. It
concludes that Russian Formalism provides a suitable analytical framework
for understanding the mechanisms of time in contemporary Arabic fiction,
and that Antichristos serves as a practical model demonstrating the ability of
time to generate meaning and narrative tension.

Keywords: Narrative Time, Russian Formalism, Temporal Mechanisms in

The Formalist Approach.
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