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Abstract
This study examines sincerity (ikhlas) as a fundamental doctrinal principle
upon which the acceptance of faith and the validity of deeds are based. It relies
on evidence from the Holy Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah, both of which
emphasize its esteemed status in the life of a believer. The study clarifies the
distinction between sincerity, intention, and truthfulness, demonstrating that
sincerity is the essence of monotheism, the core of worship, and the foundation
of righteous action. Through sincerity, the truth of one’s creed and the
soundness of one’s deeds are realized, for it is the secret behind divine

acceptance and the key to salvation in this world and the Hereafter. Its
significance is highlighted in numerous Qur’anic verses and Prophetic
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traditions that affirm the acceptance of deeds depends upon it. The absence of
sincerity leads to the corruption of intention and the loss of reward. Thus,
sincerity is the path to the purification of the soul and the elevation of one’s

rank before Allah, serving as the true measure of a servant’s devotion and
faithfulness.

Keywords: The Concept of Sincerity, The Status of Sincerity, The Importance
of Sincerity, Evidence of Sincerity from the Qur’an and Sunnah.
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