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Abstract:
This research examines the general parliamentary elections held in Turkey on
December 24, 1995, which represented a significant turning point in Turkish political
life. The research focuses on analyzing the Republican People's Party (CHP) position

in these elections, noting the rise of the Welfare Party (RP), led by Necmettin
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Erbakan, and its achievement of first place with 21.4% of the vote, despite its

inability to form a government alone. In preparation for this, the research reviews the
political, economic, and social conditions that preceded the elections, including: the
severe economic crisis (inflation exceeded 150% and the lira's exchange rate
plummeted), increasing party divisions, the weakness of coalition governments, and
the failure of centrist parties to address voters and solve intractable problems. The
research then goes on to explain how the CHP attempted to regain its position after its
merger with the Social Democratic People's Party (SHP) in 1995, under the
leadership of Deniz Baykal. However, this attempt was unsuccessful, as the party
obtained only 10.7% of the vote, or 49 seats, a percentage that is Weak compared to
its history as the first party in the Republic, the research also focuses on Deniz
Baykal's election speech, in which he presented a new concept of the left called the
"New Left," emphasizing modernity, social democracy, and openness to the market,
without achieving a broad popular resonance. In contrast, the Welfare Party was able
to attract voters, especially in poor and marginalized areas, through slogans such as:
Turkey will be reborn and a just system, with an emphasis on economic reform and
independence from the International Monetary Fund. The research concludes that the
Republican People's Party failed to keep pace with social and political changes, while
the Welfare Party exploited this political vacuum, which led to a shift in the party
map and the decline of leftist parties due to weak organization, the fragmentation of

the popular base, and the new generation's reluctance to traditional discourses.
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