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Water Resources Management in Drought Conditions - Policy Analysis

and Challenges in Iraq

Ahmed Kadhim Abdullah Prof. Dr. Qasim Al-Janabi
Director General of State Commission for Higher Institute for Preparing and
Operating Irrigation and Drainage Projects- Qualifying Leaders

Ministry of Water Resources

is one of the most pressing environmental, economic, and social

D rought challenges facing Iraqg today, as natural factors have intertwined with
climate change and regional policies to create a severe water crisis. The

decline in water inflows from Tigris and Euphrates rivers, combined with reduced rainfall
and rising temperatures, has led to increased desertification and the degradation of
agricultural lands, negatively affecting food production, water security, and the national
economy. In addition, the near-total reliance on surface water, along with the
overexploitation of groundwater and the weakness of water management infrastructure,
has made Iraq more vulnerable to prolonged drought waves. Furthermore, the absence of
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unified coordinating visions among the concerned institutions, along with the shortcomings
of social awareness programs, has exacerbated the severity of the crisis and intensified its
repercussions on the population through internal displacement, rising poverty rates, and
worsening water-related health problems. The importance of addressing this crisis lies in
adopting comprehensive national policies based on integrated water resources
management, negotiating with neighboring countries for equitable water-sharing
agreements, and developing modern irrigation techniques, in addition to enhancing social
awareness and community participation programs. In addition, investment in
infrastructure, activating early warning systems, and supporting scientific research are
also essential steps to mitigate the negative impacts of drought and ensure the sustainability
of resources for future generations. Thus, it becomes evident that addressing the problem
of drought is not merely an environmental issue, but a matter of national security and
socio-economic stability that requires political will and a long-term strategic vision.

Keywords: Drought, Water Resources Management, Climate Change, Desertification, Water Security, Sustainable
Development.
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