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Moral Values in War: Between Theory and Practice
Mr. Hatem Karim Majeed
Al-Mustansiriya University- College of Arts
Abstract:
Ethical values have been constant and rooted in the human conscience
since creation. Man cannot live without a system of values that governs his
behavior. Nevertheless, ethical values have undergone changes, especially
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after the emergence of philosophical schools and doctrines. These had a clear
impact on ethical values. Among them were the Sophists, who held the
theory of relativity in knowledge, and who believed that absolute truth does
not exist. Good is what benefits the most powerful in society. Thus, injustice
becomes a virtue if it serves the interests of the most powerful. The doctrine
of utility and pleasure measures ethical values based on personal pleasure
and benefit. Virtue becomes what benefits, and vice becomes what harms.
Machiavelli liberated politics from morality and religion, placing them in the
service of politics. He considered power and interest to be the supreme
values, and there is nothing wrong with deception and force to preserve the
state. Nietzsche distinguished between the morality of masters (power) and
the morality of slaves (weakness). What unites these movements, despite
their differences, i1s the deconstruction of the absolute moral reference and
its transformation into a tool serving power or interest. Individual or political,
which inevitably produces a society characterized by moral disorder and the
absence of true justice. This is what we witness today in numerous
manifestations of utilitarianism, tyranny, and a lack of common moral sense,
especially among generations who have found no moral role model or
example to emulate in a reality filled with disorder and duality between
words and deeds. Despite this, Islam has played a major role in emphasizing
moral values in peace and war, and in imposing moral restrictions in times
of war, such as the treatment of prisoners. In light of the global conflict of
values, [slamic ethics remain a guiding light that distinguishes between right
and wrong, mercy and brutality. Western moral values in war are neither
fixed nor universal, but are shaped according to the interests of the dominant
power and marketed through the media and international organizations. This
requires oppressed peoples to deconstruct and critically analyze Western
moral discourse, and not to be deceived by slogans that may conceal neo-
colonial projects, even if they are cloaked in the language of "peace,"
"freedom," and "human rights."

Keywords: Deconstruction, Globalization, Pragmatism, Arbitration, Treachery.
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