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An Approach to Militaristic Thought: Ibn Khaldun as a Scholar

in History, Sociology, and Military Affairs
Dr. Ahmed Rifaat Dawood
University of Samarra - University Presidency

Abstract

This research examines the contributions of Ibn Khaldun to military thought,
particularly his analysis of war as a human and social phenomenon that extends
beyond mere battlefield clashes. Ibn Khaldun distinguished between the
apparent causes of military victory, such as equipment, numbers, organization,
and morale, and the hidden causes, which are linked to strategic, psychological,
and tactical factors, including psychological warfare (takhdheel), ambushes, the
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use of terrain, and deception. He also discussed the systems of battle

deployment by reviewing various combat formations, such as the hit-and-run

system, advancing formations, blocks, and lines. Furthermore, Ibn Khaldun

classified wars, distinguishing between just and unjust wars, while linking them

to the nature of society and its political and religious conditions.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldun; Military Thought; Strategy; Psychological Warfare;
Victory and Defeat.
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