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Structural Theory in Rereading Arab-Western Relations after

the Arab Spring

Dr. Khalid Farhood Jdaem
University of Thi Qar - College of Media

.. theoryisone of the most prominent theories in international

Constru CTIVIST relations that focuses on the role of ideas, values, identity,

culture, and discourse in shaping relations between states,
rather than being limited to material interests or hard power, as in realism and liberalism.
Following the events of the ""Arab Spring,” Arab-Western relations underwent complex
transformations, with new roles for non-state actors emerging and narratives of the
"other™ identity changing. This makes it necessary to re-read these relations from a
constructivist perspective. A constructivist perspective helps understand how the new
identities that emerged in the wake of the Arab revolutions, and the discourses exchanged
between peoples and governments affect the nature of relations with the West. For
example, the 2011 revolutions changed the image of the "Arab street™ in the West and
prompted some Western countries to reconsider their policies toward ruling regimes.
Therefore, the events of the Arab Spring are one of the most important security and
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political events of the twenty-first century, given the suffering of Arab peoples and the rise
of Arab protests demanding change from traditional ruling regimes. Some regimes
underwent peaceful change as in Tunisia, while others underwent foreign military
intervention in Libya. Other regimes, such as Syria, turned their opponents into military
force and continued to resist their people for more than a decade

Keywords: Constructivist theory, Arab-Western relations, Arab Spring, ruling regimes.
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