oY dumatl] ¢ JOUI RIS ¢ ot sl nilhd] Skl g ol (ouibl] M . oo k] il

Sdmidd| pullaval! (§ duilya

Olaud e 5l Aaly)
Saa Cpal) e e o]

S Gl | gl il

s aldliual)

LS caena Jly 2ene o @l cambyd Jls aaby) e culia WS caene JTy 2eas e Joa aglll
s Sea S cpallall G aaall s sl e oS

il 5l JS 8 g )50 e Al Ll ) DilSay ) SN (8 plil) mlhaiadll Sl
Sz A lallanadll Gas agh 090 JuiSE o A0 Aplial (Sar Yy il masis alSaY) dungi
Laal 5S0al) e opadl 2l @l a8y L Alaadl pnlealls 53l Gunlie A Cpe 23ad ) Loy
OLS8 ¢ lly Aallly Aaadally ¢ ally AeD Gay Cheds araie il (aa oglgliib (xllaadl
Aghaially doe pilly dalleadl (g3)0) Jalaiy cddpmall Jsiadl gyl LulSadl andie (gadill mllaiadll

Csill Hgac dia Leai® pSay cdoe g8 Vet A jall A8 8 Al Glall adll <iys 2
Jalaty ey gl gl il Gy cypla o3 A2 D) (e A ilallaiaall il Laias ¢ Y]
cipal) Calid) JEE ey Cun canaed) il BN a0 8 Ky 3kl 138 33y < gl
(ISl )y ey BN s < sinal el pbam gadlanal L e Tl il i
it Ul ety AT 20080 Sy s guin b el Jyal) Jaill Gy cdila s Asadll oy

lede iual Lae caslall Cappaill ¥ (Gaadailly 750l jae callad) 8 S cilallaiadl) cuilS adl
Gl Tagls et Law ) (ageatll (o Slan Y Al Slae G dad il Y AVl gl (e e
o Ul agulss Jo clayads ol Cadlialy ccilallaiad) agdy ddagall LISEY! any <yl
s A Spaliall dtapls e B s crllaiadll Al o Coay ol gl 138 (8 celld pay L Ledlential
Al dgpall AN Lgiagd Al Ay Sally Allaad) S¥sal Qlaiiad e



oY dumatl] ¢ JOUI RIS ¢ ot sl nilhd] Skl g ol (ouibl] M . oo k] il

Ao Uity o g hd 3 alp Y sgd ) ailly B850 el pall gaiil) mllaiad) Sia

Gy Mare aeh ellaaall Gy 8 QAT L jasetl) B3k s ¢l iy ¢yl pa il Jelis

i sajaall Jilaty S5 Y od Adlanlly 4 eal) a3lillaie e IS (il lball Aigenl) 1) pgil
eal (g3 N Gl (a gz il LY Lastiady AN Wl 3 255

D) ot Apylian Ay g e sa i il ol Cag 3l e Gl gl llaad) G LS
sl Jadi b ¢ caspie sl (g9ad 2y o poaily ¥ ellaadlly JisY) ol ¢lhial 138 gy asllly odlly
Colaall sy i) A Sy ¢ 1 G5 el 53 e pllaadll Lal ogylanalls sl
Y s o agaa calallh cae ol ) Las a8 al&l) oy of Ay L calially cudllY)
) S Dane cilallaad) duh e Jang Les cdyymsil) Lyl 30 e amasiy Loy Al Cilallaias
Ll Clll e 1 ls o L) AS ) agh
A study in critical terminology
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Haddad
Abstract:

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful Allah, send Your
blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, as You sent blessings
upon Abraham and the family of Abraham. And bless Muhammad and the family of
Muhammad, as You blessed Abraham and the family of Abraham in all the worlds.

Truly, You are Praiseworthy and Glorious.

The critical term occupies a central place in Arabic literary thought due to its
fundamental role in shaping critical vision, guiding judgments, and evaluating texts.
No critical approach can be complete without a precise understanding of the terms
that form its core and determine the standards of aesthetic perception and artistic
taste. Since early times, Arab critics have recognized the significance of
terminology, employing it within various intellectual contexts—-ranging from rhetoric
and poetry to philosophy, linguistics, and religious discourse. Thus, critical terms in
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Arabic reflect a rich interplay of diverse disciplines and aesthetic, logical, and

theological perspectives.

Arabic critical terminology has undergone profound transformations. From its
rhetorical origins in early literary writings, it gradually evolved into a sophisticated
system for interpreting, analyzing, and evaluating texts. This evolution became more
apparent during the third and fourth Islamic centuries, as distinct critical schools
began to emerge, and artistic criteria were increasingly grounded in precise
terminology. These terms were used to assess meaning, measure linguistic
expression, and differentiate between naturalness and artificiality, strength and

weakness, and elevated versus trivial diction.

Critical terms were often developed and understood through explanation and
application, rather than rigid definitions, which lent them a certain semantic
flexibility. They were shaped by the contexts in which they appeared. This led to
interpretative challenges, as critics sometimes disagreed on the meaning and
application of certain terms. Yet, this diversity did not diminish the value of
terminology; rather, it highlighted its dynamic nature and capacity to reflect

intellectual and aesthetic shifts within the Arab—Islamic culture.

One of the distinguishing features of Arabic critical terminology is its strong
connection to literary texts. These terms did not arise in isolation, but rather as a
result of continuous interaction between criticism and poetry, evolving aesthetic
taste, and the changing modes of literary expression. Thus, the study of critical
terms is essential for understanding the deeper structure of Arabic critical discourse
and uncovering its intellectual and artistic underpinnings. Such a study goes beyond
word-level analysis to examine broader semantic, contextual, and cultural

implications.

Moreover, a critical term is not merely a descriptive or classificatory tool; it
reflects a comprehensive worldview regarding poetry, art, and language. Therefore,

working with terminology is not just a linguistic endeavor but an interpretative and
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evaluative one, as terms shape literary taste, guide critical judgments, and
distinguish between different artistic schools and methodologies. Some critics even
generated new terms or redefined existing ones to align with the evolving poetic
experience, making the study of terminology crucial for understanding the dynamics

of conformity (ittiba“) and innovation (ibtida“) in Arabic literary criticism.

Within this framework, it becomes necessary to examine critical terms as they
appear in texts—especially in critical works that combine poetic evidence with
analysis and judgment. A prime example is Al-Anwar wa Mahasin al-Ash‘ar by al-
Shamshati, a work that offers rich insights into the diversity and function of
terminology. Although not a formal critic by scholastic standards, al-Shamshati
demonstrates a clear critical sensibility in his selection and evaluation of poetic
excerpts. This enables a close textual study of terminology as it functions within his

work, rather than through comparison with other critics.
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