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The Hermeneutical Analysis in Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd’s Project: Context,

Methodology, and Outcomes

Research Summary:

This study aims to present and critically analyze the hermeneutic project of the
Quran by Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, offering a comprehensive and balanced critique of
this intellectual endeavor that sparked wide controversy in modern Islamic circles.
The research begins by clarifying the theoretical concept of hermeneutics and its
significance in interpreting religious texts, then moves to examine Abu Zayd's
intellectual biography and his approach to rereading the Quran as a historical and
human text. The study discusses the outcomes of this project, including the
transformation of Quranic understanding, the undermining of traditional interpretive
authority, and the revival of reason in interpretation. It also presents the views of
supporters and opponents, providing a critical analysis highlighting the strengths and
weaknesses of the project. In conclusion, the research emphasizes that Abu Zayd's
project represents a bold step towards renewing religious thought, with
recommendations for developing the interpretive methodology to suit Islamic
specificity.

Key words: Hermeneutics, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Quranic interpretation, Textual
interpretation, Religious rationality, Renewal of Islamic thought, Critique of tradition,

Text and religion.
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