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Abstract
Abstract: This research aims to investigate the aesthetics of the "Eloquence of Silence" in contemporary
Arabic narrative, taking postmodern novels as a practical model. The study explores the problematic transition
of silence from a mere semantic void or a cessation of speech into an active "expressive authority" that
contributes to the construction of textual meaning and transcends the crisis of traditional language. The
research employs semiotic and stylistic approaches to decode the various manifestations of silence, ranging
from typographical white spaces and textual thresholds to narrative ellipsis and the existential silence of
characters.The research is divided into three chapters: the first examines the philosophical and aesthetic
references of silence; the second monitors the technical mechanisms for shaping silence within the textual
structure; and the third is dedicated to an applied study of selected novels (Sonallah Ibrahim, Sinan Antoon,
and Mohammed Al-Gharbi Amran). The study concludes that silence in the postmodern novel represents an
aesthetic and political act of resistance. It reshapes the relationship between the text and the reader,
transforming the latter from a passive recipient into a partner in producing significance by filling in the gaps

and the unsaid.Keywords: Rhetoric of silence, Modernity, Contemporary Arabic narrative, Print white space,
Narrative omission, Semiotics..
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