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The Narrators Mentionedby Imam Muslim with Criticism or Praise

in His Book al-TamyTzD
Asst. Prof. Dr. Huda Abdul-Khaliqg Othman[]

Abstract
This research investigates Imam Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj’s critical methodology in assessing hadith transmitters
as presented in his seminal work al-Tamyiz. The study systematically compiles and analyzes the narrators
whom Imam Muslim mentioned with either criticism or commendation, elucidating the underlying principles
guiding his evaluative judgments and comparing them with the assessments of leading authorities in al-jarh
wa al-ta ‘dil. The analysis reveals the exceptional precision with which Imam Muslim differentiates between
critiques pertaining to moral integrity (‘adalah) and those pertaining to narrative accuracy (dabt). He
consistently identifies the specific factors leading to a narrator’s weakening—whether due to confusion,
decline in memory, inconsistency, anonymity, or lack of demonstrable connection between transmitter and
source. His approach illustrates that he was not merely a compiler of authentic traditions but a highly
discerning critic whose insights significantly shaped the methodology of early hadith scholarship.The research
is structured into two major sections. The first examines the transmitters subject to Imam Muslim’s criticism,
demonstrating the varying degrees of reliability among them—from those abandoned or suspected of
fabrication to those considered truthful yet impaired by poor memorization, late-life confusion, or isolated
inconsistencies. The second addresses the transmitters whom Imam Muslim affirmed, highlighting their
scholarly stature and clarifying that the comments he made regarding some of them pertain to contextual
considerations rather than deficiencies in integrity or accuracy.The study concludes that Imam Muslim’s
evaluative framework in al-Tamyiz exemplifies methodological rigor, fairness, and deep analytical insight.
His balanced approach to assessing both integrity and precision renders al-Tamyiz a foundational reference in
the sciences of narrator criticism. Moreover, the findings underscore the pivotal role of this work in
understanding Imam Muslim’s broader methodology in his Sakih and in identifying narrations affected by

subtle defects. " M
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