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_Real estate brokerage between cultural organization and
cultural and technological transformatfons: a
contemporary anthropological approach

Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Arts / Department of
Anthropology and Sociology

Abstract][:-

This thesis examines and analyzes the social and cultural
dynamics of the real estate brokerage profession (dalal) in
the Al-Bayda neighborhood (Al-Talabiya district) in Baghdad.
This profession belongs to the informal economy and
constitutes a rich field of study for anthropological
investigation. Adopting a qualitative ethnographic
anthropological approach, the research relied on the tools of
participatory observation and semi-structured interviews. It
also deconstructs the relationships that this profession forges
with the local community, and with formal and informal
structures, in light of the urban, legal, and livelihood
transformations that occurred after 2003. It focuses on the
fact that the brokerage office is not only a site for concluding

real estate transactions, but rather a social space in which trust is
produced and reproduced.

Keywords: : mediator, organization, culture.
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