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"The Effect of the Gradual Activities Strategy on Developing
Focused Reading Skills among First—-Grade Intermediate Students"

Jassim Hasan fahed Faraj

Ministry of Education [ Directorate of Education Rusafa First

Abstract:

The present study aims to identify the effect of the Gradual
Activities Strategy on developing focused reading skills among first-
grade intermediate students. To achieve this goalc the researcher
adopted the procedures of the experimental method and employed a
quasi-experimental design with two groups (an experimental group
and a control group) using pre— and post-tests.

The research sample consisted of 63 students from the first grade of
Al-Shorouq Intermediate School for Boys. affiliated with the General
Directorate of Education in Baghdad / Al-Rusata First. The researcher
randomly selected Class (B) to represent the experimental group (32
students). who were taught using the Gradual Activities Strategy. and
Class (C) to represent the control group (31 students)c who were taught
using the traditional method.

The researcher equated the two groups in the research variables:
chronological age (measured in months). parents’ educational
attainment. and pre-test scores. Furthermore. several extraneous
variables identified in previous studies and literaturec which might
influence this type of experimental design. were controlled.

After determining the instructional materialc which included eight
reading topics from the prescribed Arabic language textbook for the
first intermediate grade for the academic year 2024-2025 in Iraq« the

researcher prepared a model lesson for each topic.




To measure the students’ focused reading skillsc the researcher
conducted the experiment by administering both the pre-test and
post-test to the two groups. The test consisted of ten essay-type
items: whose validity and reliability were verified. Using the t-test for
two independent samples. the results revealed a statistically
significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental
group (taught through the Gradual Activities Strategy) and the control
group (taught through the ftraditional method). in favor of the
experimental group: at the (.05 significance level.
Key words: Gradual Activities Strategy: Focused Reading Skills:
First—-Grade Intermediate Students.
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