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The Symbolic Policy of the Seljuks in Iraq: Between Land
Occupation and the Administration of the Legitimate Caliphate

(447-485 AH)
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Dhi Qar Education Directorate / Nasiriyah Education Department

Antsaralsd9@gmail.com
Abstract
This research examines the Seljuks, the origins of their state, and how and when they
converted to Islam. It then explores the policies pursued by the kings of the Seljuk
Golden Age after their entry into the capital of the Islamic Caliphate, namely: the
founder Tughril Beg, his nephew Alp Arslan, and finally Sultan Malik Shah, with
reference to their most powerful vizier, Nizam al-Mulk, who served during the
Seljuks' golden era. The study covers the period between 447 and 485 AH (1055—
1092 AD), marking the first phase of Seljuk rule, which ended with the death of
Malik Shah—the last of the strong Seljuk rulers.
The research discusses each king’s distinct policies and governing style, which
secured their legitimacy while maintaining good relations with the contemporary
Abbasid caliphs through various means, including marriage alliances. It highlights
the achievements of these three rulers and the influential role of their vizier, Nizam
al-Mulk, the "Kingmaker." Additionally, the study analyzes their initial use of
appeasement and flexibility toward the caliph and the people to consolidate power,
followed by the vizier’s significant administrative influence under two sultans during
the Seljuks' golden age—before the decline and internal divisions that gradually
ended their rule.
The paper also addresses the Seljuk sultans’ accomplishments, reflecting their
political strategies and their dynamic with the Abbasid caliphs. Finally, it outlines the
legacy of the Seljuks after their reign, which persisted until the Khwarazmian
takeover prior to the Mongol invasion and the fall of Baghdad. The study focuses on
three sultans representing the zenith of Seljuk power.
Keywords: (The Seljuks, the entry into Baghdad, the Abbasid Caliphate ).
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