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School Dropout in Iraq: Causes, Challenges, and Innovative Solutions for Achieving Sustainable
Education

Dr. Sanaa Jabbar Qate’
College of Physical Education and Sports Sciences — University of Babylon
Research Received: 12/10/2025 ,Research Published: 25/12/2025
Abstract

This research addresses the issue of school dropout in Iraq, a phenomenon considered a
fundamental challenge hindering the achievement of sustainable education and social
development. The research indicates that the school dropout rate reaches approximately 20%,
reflecting the presence of multiple factors affecting education, including economic, social, and
psychological factors. The main causes include poverty, unemployment, armed conflicts, and
discrimination, in addition to the poor quality of education and limited resources available to
students. The research aims to understand the dimensions of this problem and present innovative
strategies to reduce it by identifying the causes and challenges and assessing the effects of dropout
on individuals and society. The descriptive-analytical method was used, with data collected
through questionnaires and interviews with students, teachers, and parents, which helped in
identifying the factors influencing dropout. The research concluded that improving the quality of
education and providing psychosocial support play a crucial role in reducing dropout rates. It also
highlighted the importance of activating community participation in supporting education. Based
on these findings, the research recommended increasing the education budget, improving teaching
methods, maintaining school infrastructure, and developing psychosocial support programs for
students. It further emphasized the need to strengthen the role of the local community in supporting
education through effective partnerships with schools. The research underscores the importance of
sustainable education and its impact on social and economic development, contributing to raising
community awareness about this vital issue. By implementing the proposed innovative solutions,
tangible improvements in education rates and student retention can be achieved, thus supporting
sustainable development in Iraq.

Keywords: School dropout, sustainable education, quality of education, community participation.
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