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Criticisms of Sayyid Amir Ali's Views on Islamic History
Diaa Risan Sheniger
Dhi Qar Education Directorate / Nasiriyah Education Department / Al-
Farazdag Mixed Secondary School
anmarhadil20@gmail.com
Abstract
This study aims to extract and analyze key elements of Syed Ameer Ali’s historical views
across two main areas. The first focuses on his opinions regarding Ahl al-Bayt (peace be
upon them), while the second addresses his perspectives on other broader issues. The
research critically examines the marginalization of Imam Ali’s (peace be upon him) role
in various contexts, such as his act of sleeping in the Prophet Muhammad’s (peace be
upon him) bed during the Hijrah, his absence from the narrative of the Battle of Khaybar,
and the omission of the significant event of Ghadir Khumm, which had a profound
impact in affirming Imam Ali's appointment as the legitimate successor to the Prophet
(PBUH). The study demonstrates that the Prophet made repeated recommendations
through sermons and various occasions—tegarding the inheritance of leadership by Imam
Ali.
Furthermore, Syed Ameer Ali's remark that "if Imam Ali had possessed Umar’s
decisiveness, he would have achieved success" is also critiqued. The research discusses
Lady Fatimah al-Zahra (peace be upon her) and the significance of her title "al-Zahra,"
then moves on to analyze the peace treaty of Imam Hasan (peace be upon him), which
marked a turning point in the political trajectory of the Islamic state. Syed Ameer Ali’s
views on Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) and the remaining members of Ahl al-Bayt
are also evaluated critically in the first section of the study.
The second section presents general observations on ambiguous matters found in his
book A Short History of the Arabs. The final part of the study addresses the problem of
the sources used by Syed Ameer Ali, highlighting the obscurity surrounding them,
including his reliance on unknown authors and frequently vague references. Often, he
omits explicit source citations, instead using phrases such as “a reliable author stated,”
“an ancient historian said,” or “a European historian mentioned,” without naming them.
Moreover, Syed Ameer Ali’s historiographical approach was not confined to the temporal
framework of Muslim history and medieval Islamic civilization; rather, he occasionally
adopted a comparative historical digression method in his writing.
Keywords: (Syed Ameer Ali, Indian Historians, A Short History of the Arabs)
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