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Understanding the Hadith with Possible Meanings according to Al-
Khattabi (d. 388 AH) in his explanation of Ma’alim al-Sunan
(Descriptive study)
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Ministry of Education / Baghdad Al-Rusafa First Directorate of
Education
ahmed.ali2101p@ircoedu.uobaghdad.edu.ig

Abstract

Explanation in the possible sense is not just a linguistic phenomenon, or an
interpretive means, but rather an original approach in the system of explanatory
construction of the Noble Hadith. This research paper came in order to shed light on Al-
Khattabi’s use of possible meanings in understanding hadiths in light of his book
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Ma’alim al-Sunan, in which he explained the Sunnah of Abu Dawud. It came in the
form of an introduction and four demands. The first demand: the concept of possible
meanings, and their relationship to expanding the meanings of the hadith. The second
requirement: defining Al-Khattabi and his explanation of the features of the Sunnah.
The third requirement: types of explanatory possibilities according to Al-Khattabi in his
explanation of the features of the Sunnah. As for the fourth requirement: applied models
for Al-Khattabi’s explanation of the possibilities in his explanation of the features of the
Sunnah. | concluded that the possibilities according to Al-Khattabi varied between
Sindhi, textual, linguistic, and Qur’anic, and it became clear that Al-Khattabi relied on
references from different walks of life in proving the possibilities, and it also became
clear that he sometimes began discussing the possibilities, criticizing them, and
preferring one over the other in an inconsistent manner.

Keywords: (understanding, hadith, meanings, potential, rhetorical)
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