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The Role of the Zahiri Method in the Development of
Contemporary Islamic Jurisprudence: An Analytical and
Critical Study

Dr. Mahmoud Musa Issa Al-Ajili
Al-Mashriq Private University

mahmoodalajely499@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study provides a critical analytical examination of the role of
the apparent methodology in the development of contemporary
jurisprudence by reviewing its foundational principles and comparing it
with other deductive methods such as purpose-based, analogical, and
interpretative approaches. The research tests the methodology’s capacity
to address modern issues within the environment of contemporary fatwa
issuance, highlighting it as an ijtihad tool with both theoretical and
practical potential to renew jurisprudential thought while preserving the
authority of scriptural texts. This is particularly important in light of
modern interpretative trends that often obscure the apparent meaning of
texts in favor of relative or contextual concepts. The study employs an
integrated methodological framework including descriptive-analytical
methods to present the theoretical framework, comparative analysis to
reveal methodological differences, critical evaluation to assess
effectiveness, and inductive reasoning to trace contemporary
applications. The findings indicate that despite criticisms related to
rigidity and conservatism, the apparent methodology possesses strengths
such as respect for the text, clarity in inference rules, and rigor in fatwa
issuance, which enable it to contribute to jurisprudential renewal if
applied flexibly within institutional frameworks. Moreover, it does not
oppose reform but seeks to regulate it within a clear linguistic and
foundational context, allowing integration with purpose-based and
public-interest approaches to form a balanced jurisprudential model. The
study concludes with practical recommendations including integrating
the apparent methodology into institutional fatwa processes, training
jurists in its tools, and developing a knowledge base that harmonizes
literal and intended meanings to serve the needs of the community while
preserving the authority of Islamic law.

Keywords: The literalist approach, jurisprudence, contemporary thought, critique.
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