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Abstract

This research examines the impact of historical context on the
interpretation of verses of legal rulings (Ayat al-Ahkam), considering it one
of the influential methodological elements in understanding the Qur’anic
text and deriving legal rulings. The study adopts a comparative analytical
approach between the methodologies of classical and contemporary
Qur’anic exegetes.

The research begins with a conceptual and methodological framework in
which historical context is defined, clarifying its temporal, social, and
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factual dimensions and its relationship to the science of Quranic
exegesis. It also addresses the concept of verses of legal rulings and the
criteria for their classification, along with an overview of the exegetes’
approaches to dealing with historical context, as a prelude to application
and analysis.

The study then discusses the effect of historical context on the
interpretation of verses of legal rulings among classical exegetes,
highlighting their strong reliance on occasions of revelation, historical
events, and the Prophetic biography in guiding meaning and restricting
interpretation. Applied examples are presented to reveal the main features
of their methodology, most notably: grounding understanding in
transmitted sources, caution against exceeding the original context, and
adherence to the initial temporal framework of the text.

Subsequently, the research examines the impact of historical context in
the works of contemporary exegetes, demonstrating their expansion of the
concept of context to include civilizational and social dimensions. They
link the Qur’anic text both to the circumstances of its revelation and to the
reality of contemporary human life, with applied examples illustrating their
methodological approach to reading verses of legal rulings through a
purposive and realistic lens.

The study concludes with a comparative analysis of the two approaches,
highlighting points of convergence and divergence. It shows that classical
exegetes were distinguished by precision in transmission and rigor in
reasoning, whereas contemporary exegetes were characterized by
breadth of vision and comprehensive treatment. The integration of both
approaches is presented as a sound scholarly path in interpreting verses
of legal rulings, preserving the sanctity of the text while activating its
significance across different times.

The research ultimately concludes that historical context is a fundamental
element in understanding verses of legal rulings, and that neglecting it
leads to deficiencies in interpretation or instability in legal derivation. It
emphasizes the necessity of adopting a balanced methodology that
combines the authenticity of the scholarly tradition with an informed
awareness of contemporary reality.
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