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Cultural References in Abdul Wahhab Al-Bayati's Poetry
(A Critical Reading)
st. Lec. Hussein Qazar Salal
Ministry of Education —Directorate of Education in Babylon- Section of
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husseinkzar378@gmail.com

Abstract

This research deals with the cultural references in the poetry of Abdul Wahhab Al-
Bayati, shedding light in a critical terminological manner on three basic concepts related
to the study, where it briefly mentions Abdul Wahhab Al-Bayati’s upbringing in a very
poor neighborhood and how this was reflected in his personality, so he grew up a rebel
and a revolutionary, and he found in his poetic creativity an objective and artistic outlet
for this rebellion and that revolution, then it explains The research examines Al-Bayati’s
position on heritage and that he viewed heritage from a modernist perspective and
employed it to bear its crisis on the individual and collective levels. Then the research
addresses the concept of cultural reference, which is like an intellectual representation of
society in its material and moral dimensions, which influenced Al-Bayati’s creativity
with its various types. Then the research sheds light — in detail and from the perspective
of cultural criticism — on... On the cultural references in the poetry of Abdul Wahhab Al-
Bayati, and limiting them to eight references, the political reference, where Abdul
Wahhab Al-Bayati was fully aware of the suffering of the Arab citizen in general and the
suffering of the intellectual in particular, specifically since the beginning of the twentieth
century, Al-Bayati lived through the setbacks, violence and defeats that cast their
shadows on the nature of political life and that was reflected In his poetry, then the
research talks about the literary reference in Al-Bayati’s poetry and that it appeared in
him on two levels (the symbolic level and the folkloric level), then it talks about the
philosophical reference through which Al-Bayati used philosophical visions such as
Lorca’s concept of freedom and his philosophy crystallized around two basic issues
(death and freedom), then the research deals with Al-Bayati’s summoning of characters
In which Al-Bayati employed in his poetry those myths related to suffering and
alienation, and the research deals with the historical reference, so he employed historical
figures in a symbolic way, such as the figure of Al-Hussein and his martyrdom. Then it
deals with the Sufi reference, through which he employed Sufi symbols, such as Al-
Hallaj and his tragedy, in a symbolic way. Finally, the research deals with the social
reference, as Al-Bayati absorbed Details of the negative aspects of his society, criticism
and ridicule, and the research concludes with the results and a list of sources and
references.
Keywords: (Cultural references, Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati).
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