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The dialectics of security and power from the perspective of

neo-realist theory: a strategic theoretical study
Res. Ahmed Zuhair Abdul Razzaq Ahmed

Assist.Prof. Dr. Marwan Salem Ali

Abstract
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Realist theory in general, and especially neorealism, is considered
one of the first theories in the field of international relations that
emphasized the importance of power and its role in international
politics. Structural realism, within the framework of neorealist theory,
emphasizes the existence of a dialectical relationship between
security and power, which requires the state to pay attention to the
amount of power it seeks To achieve its security. according to the
defensive structural realist perspective when the state increases its
power to the maximum extent; this will lead to a disruption of its
security and thus its exclusion due to its disruption of the prevailing
balance of power, while offensive structural realism holds that in
order to guarantee its security, the state must work to increase its
offensive capabilities to the maximum extent in order to guarantee its
national security, and the latter cannot be achieved unless countries
are able to achieve a positive imbalance in the balance of Power.

Keywords: security, power, neorealist, balance of power, soft
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(2) John Baylis and Steve Smith (Editors), the Globalization of world
politics, Eighth edition, (Oxford: Oxford university press, 2020), p.140.

(3) Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics, First Edition,
(Massachusetts: Addison Wesley Company, 1979), p96.
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(®) Colin Elman, "Realism" in: Martin Griffiths et al (Editors),

International Relations Theory for the Twenty-First Century: An
introduction, First edition, (New York: Routledge, 2007), p.13. &
(9) Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics, op.cit, p.91. ﬁ

=

4

ooy liiailly Ll Y Adgall Bl b saaall LBl chlia Gued aria ()0

¥

4
Laglpay) Gluhall 3Ke calarn daalarslaag)c09oaalldlgy cluhs dae Sfdblas )

Y a c(Y o) i)ghe/@tﬂ\ OsilSedlgallg

o 3L Coall e W JTeal AUl c¥as el Jaia gl palill ae ()
) daals Bpdia b oS Aag bl B b (6K Al clalasy)
(12) Kai He, "Undermining Adversaries: Unipolarity, Threat Perception,

and Negative Balancing Strategies after the Cold War ", The Journal of
Security Studies, Vol.21, No.2, (New York: Routledge, May 2012), p.159.
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(**) Kenneth N. Waltz, "Structural Realism after the Cold War",
International Security journal, Vol.25, No.l, (Massachusetts: The MIT |
Press, Summer 2000), p.6. %
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edition, (New York: Routledge, 2000), p.13.
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Second edition, (New York: Rutledge, 2008), pp.139-140.
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(**) Tim Dunne And Brian C. Schmidt, "Realism", in: John Baylis and

Steve Smith (Editors), the Globalization of world politics, Eighth edition,
op.cit., p.140.

(*) Stephen M. Walt, “International Relations:One World, Many
Theories",op.cit, pp.31-32.
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(*%) Fareed Zakaria, From wealth to power : the unusual origins of
America's world role, Sixth edition, (New Jersey: Princeton University
Press, 1999), pp.9-10.
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