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Iranian industrial activity during the reign of Nasser al-Din
Shah 1848 - 1896
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ABSTRACT

Iranian industrial activity during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah (1848-1896) underwent a turbulent period marked by
political, economic, and social conditions that hindered modern development. These conditions included the autocratic
interests of the Qajar rulers and wars that exhausted the country and its people by draining resources at the expense of
building economic institutions capable of supporting national industry. This led to a weakening of the productive
infrastructure, the disruption of reform projects, and the impact on Iran, which borders Russia to the south via the
Caucasus. This crucial geographical location fostered reformist and revolutionary movements organized around shared
interests and objectives. These movements aimed to modernize Iran and integrate it into the Western industrial
revolution, recognizing the necessity of modernization and integration into the Western industrial system to gain a more
effective economic and political position. The revolutionary movements placed great emphasis on the workforce and
developing its skills to manage production processes, seize leadership in the economic and political spheres, and bring
about radical changes in Iranian society. This society was drawn to the need for justice for the working class and its
empowerment within factories and revolutionary movements, contributing to the formation of a more organized and
capable economic foundation. Global transformations, confronting the tyranny of Nasser al-Din Shah.
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