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Abstract

This comprehensive research investigates the evolution of visual discourse in contemporary Iraqi ceramics,
tracing the artistic trajectory from ancient Sumerian symbolic representation to modern abstract expression. The
study examines how contemporary Iraqi ceramicists have transformed their cultural heritage into a distinctive
visual language that maintains authenticity while embracing artistic modernity.The research is organized into
two principal axes. The first axis establishes the historical and cultural foundations by exploring Sumerian visual
symbolism in ancient Mesopotamian ceramics, identifying the fundamental visual vocabulary that would inform
later artistic practice. The second axis analyzes the emergence and development of abstraction as both a
philosophical position and an aesthetic methodology that enabled Iraqi potters to create a new visual discourse.
Through critical analysis of pioneering ceramicists including Saad Shaker, Tariq Ibrahim, and Maher Al-
Samarrai, this research demonstrates that abstraction in Iraqi ceramics represents far more than a stylistic
innovation. Rather, it constitutes an epistemological rupture—a fundamental shift in how artists conceptualize
the relationship between form and meaning, tradition and innovation, material and idea.Keywords; Abstraction.

Visual Discourse. Sumerian Symbols
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