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Abstract
This study examines U.S.—Iraqi economic relations during the period 1980-1990. Economic interests of the
United States in Iraq constituted an integral part of the economic relations between the two sides, particularly
since relations at the outset of this period took the form of financial grants and loans, including those provided
through the Export-Import Bank, in addition to financial credits in the fields of agriculture and industry
throughout 19801990, This development was preceded by the severance of relations between Iraq and the United
States for several years, extending from 1967 to 1984, as a result of the events of June 1967. With the restoration
of diplomatic relations between the two parties in 1984, economic and commercial relations witnessed clear and
tangible development, leading to the emergence of shared interests for the United States, Trade exchanges and
economic support expanded within the framework of U.S. administration policy aimed at containing Iraq after
the end of the Iran—Iraq War in 1988. Iraq emerged from the war in need of rebuilding military and economic

capabilities, a condition that made reliance on the United States a fundamental aspect of the post-war period.
Keywords: Iraq; United States of America; economic relations; First Gulf War.
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) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00458, Briefing Memorandum from Under to Secretary for
international Trade to U.S Department of Commerce, August 26, 1987, Subject: Visit of Iraqi Minister of Trade
Dr. Mohammad Mahdi Salih.

® National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00087, Telegram from David W. Culver, Director Program
Development Division Export Credits to Report S. Watson, National Advisory Council on International
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Monetary and Financial Policies, Department of Treasury, December 24,1982 Subject: Credit Guarantees for
Iraq
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©) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00458, Briefing Memorandum, August 26,
1987, Subject: Visit of Iraqi Minister of Trade.
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(12) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00191, Briefing Notes, March 24, 1984, Subject: Briefing
Notes for Rumsfeld Visit to Baghdad. & New Speper Washington Post, January 30, 1988& New Speper Los

Angeles Times , 26 Jun , 1984.
(13 New Speper Los Angeles Times , 26 Jun , 1984.
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(I3 National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00169, Telegram from USIN Baghdad to Secretary of State,
January 31, 1984, Subject: Rumsfeld Briefing Paper: Iraq and the Pipelines. & National Security Archive,
Document, No. IG00520, Telegram from McKee, W. Thomas to Department of State, March 4, 1988, Subject:
Financial Information Regarding Pipe Plant in Baghdad.
(19 New Speper Los Angeles Times , 26 Jun , 1984,
e diale Allay VAN =V AA L I mlall G e S5aY) Basiall Gl Cliga , (golranall zoa plaa e dana ()
YAa, YoV Y L) drals — oY) AS, 5 pdie
(I8) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00191, Briefing Notes. March 24, 1984, Subject: Briefing
Notes for Rumsfeld Visit to Baghdad.
(19 National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00416, Letter, From Wiley, Marshall W. to Sims, Melvin E,
April 2, 1987, Subject: United States-Iraq Business Forum (USIBF).
(20National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00347, Telegram from Secretary of State to Embassy Baghdad,
July 26, 1986, Subject: U.S. Government Support for Iraq During the War.
(1) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00410, Memorandum From Levitsky, Melvyn, Department of
state to Gregg Donald P., Whit House, February 26, 1987, Subject: The Vice President's March 2 Meeting With
Iragi Ambassador; Nizar Hamdoon. & National Security Archive. Document, No. IG00380, Action
Memorandum from NEA, Richard W Murphy to Michael H. Armacost, Under Security, December 5, 1986,
Subject: U.S.-Iraqi Relations: Picking Up the Pieces.
Yo oan bl radl bl s deas Jale ()
(23) National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00346, Memorandum, July 23, 1986, Subject: Iraq Crisis Pre-
Planning Group Meeting of Wednesday.
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(25 National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00410, Memorandum, February 26, 1987, Subject: The Vice
President's March 2 Meeting With Iraqi Ambassador; Nizar Hamdoon.

(26) New Speper Chicago Tribune , 4 November 1986.

(27) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00381, Report from Embassy, Baghdad to Secretary of State,
December 10, 1986 Subject: Agreed Minutes.

(28) National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00466, Telex from Ithar, Hikmat T. to Drogoul, Christopher
P., October 16, 1987, Subject: Financing U.S. Exports to Iraq Under GSM Programs.

(29 National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00439, Telex from Central Bank of Iraq to Bank NAL, May
19. 1987, Subject: Iraqi Gratitude for BNL's Assistance.
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(1) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00380, Action Memorandum, December 5, 1986, Subject US-
Iraqi Relations: Picking Up the Pieces.
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(35 National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00458, Briefing Memorandum,, August 26, 1987. Subject:
Visit of Iraqi Minister of Trade Dr. Mohammad Mahdi Salih; From 11:00 a.m.; to 2:00p.m. on August 26 at the
Department of Commerce.
(36) New Speper Wall Street Journal , 26 August 1987.
7 New Speper Los Angeles Times , 27 August 1987.
(%) National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00458, Briefing Memorandum,, August 26, 1987. Subject:
Visit of Iraqi Minister of Trade Dr. Mohammad Mahdi Salih; From 11:00 a.m.; to 2:00p.m. on August 26 at the

Department of Commerce& New Speper Wall Street Journal , 26 August 1987
39 New Speper Wall Street Journal , 26 August 1987.
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42) National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00398, Memorandum from Riesz, John E Assistant
Administrator international Agricultural Statistics to Pope, George J, Assistant Administrator export credits,
January 20, 1987, Subject: Financial and Economic Report on Iraq.

43) National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00346, Memorandum, July 23, 1986, Subject: Iraq Crisis Pre-
Planning Group Meeting of Wednesday. & National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00456, Telegram from
Reynolds Kerry E to O'Connor Michael D., August 19, 1987, Subject: Proposed GSM-102 and GSM-103
Credits for Iraq.

44 National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00457, Minutes Meeting, August 25, 1987, Subject: National
Advisory Council Staff Committee.

45 New Speper New York Times , 28 September 1988.
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47) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00845, Action Memorandum, April 10, 1989, Subject: Export-
Import Financing for Iraq.

“8National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00909, Telegram, June 29, 1989 Testing the Iragis. & Con
Coughlin, Saddam His Rise and Fall, PP.244-245& National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G01279,
Briefing Memorandum from NEA John H. Kelly to McCormack, March 27, 1990 Supject: Meeting with Iraqi
Ambassador Mohamed al-Mashat.

Calae o calling ool aUaill 8 Gaws i) Bgll g 45 Baaiall LY 8 oY) Aupginl) deacsiall a1 upaisSl ()
(Ohsilians) Olaad Gaaaddl SV (e A5 IS Jiasg, sudae V00 (e goadll Galae IS5, il Galaag (S Zgadl) (ulae Lt
IS GumisSll 8 LA (galy sl Galna (3 JBY) e aaly aake 45 JS 05 o Ay, gume €70 (e il e callig
Ty Ot JS dalall GLLAIDT pai oSl eliac) Gl gad adfing, dang 3 28)Y1 il Cilgiaadl (g SBI ()85 jed (B (5)aTy (i
LSyaY) saaial)l LY (3 aSall AU, Sagl) (oY ok DY) e alel$ san 5K Y A Ahain U an A @l GupnisS)
31 bl LA pim dulaey GorisSl, Sundl) e dena Jlua IVFVEY (a4 Bl Gage tmw s tdens

Y 40T 3k daals — Doubad) aslall DS, Brpdia e iiale Al , SixeY)

Lee H. Hamilton, How Congress Works and Why You Should Care, Indiana, Indiana University Press 2004,
pp-,12-20.
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(52 New Speper Los Angeles Times , 10 September 1988.

33 New Speper Los Angeles Times , 10 September 1988& National Security Archive, Document, No.
1G00677, Statement by Richard W. Murphy, Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs
Before the Subcommittee on; Europe and the Middle East, House Foreign Affairs Committee Statement,
October 13, 1988.

%) New Speper New York Times , 28 September 1988.
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(36 National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00702, Telegram from Hare Paul J. to George P. Shultz,

November 18, 1988, Subject: Administration Position on Proposed Iraq Sanctions.
3y New Speper New York Times , 28 September 1988.

daala 8 Gasnyoll Ay JaSI &5V AYA ale sl e 223 VY0 e @ygign s (ileile diae B aly : Siled zyen ()
Aiaal slall 4agis V47T Gle aillinul a8 5, L B 2D G daall Blie ZOw Gaally Glaall ) azmil VAEY Gle (g
HIY) e e caaie Jad A, (VYY1 )50l deall o)y crate Jad 199 Gle oL@V oS0 Balgd e duany
el sl 23l (Y AAG= Y AAY)saall Ayl Tgs el ,(VAVE=YAYY) AT BHAN yu35 cue 5,V AVY=YAY 4 Ayl
Bsdia b o5 dagyl) ,VAAYAAY £V saniall LYW G )il Al 8 ol Silsd zhen s (93l) Gpes geaie i
A Ga VoYY, 8 (6 daala — laY) A0S
S Gl g aad 3l Aeala e VT 8 GugnslISll Balgd e Jean 14T e Glagy Aiae  algt e 3l )
Jad o5 Wiltiyse ool Db 1AV ale (o )l Ay, 2ya¥) n)Al) 83l35 (B dansal) Biaiall 4ud (958 and (31 ATA ole oo
ol sy (331 (380 0530 Laaylall gl Taclise cpe o Augaally Conldl) o5 Lygus 8 A5eY) saaiall LYl T 14V E e
kb il VA Lle 2l

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_W._Murphy.
ET0a ) iyl g Gld ol dess ()

(61) National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00680, Telegram from James A. Baker Secretary of state to
Embassy Baghdad, October 19, 1988, Subject Information Request: Helicopter Modification.
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(67) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00845, Action Memorandum, April 10, 1989, Subject: Export-
Import Financing for Iraq. & National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00828, Briefing Memorandum,
March 23, 1989, Supject: Meeting with Iraqi Under Secretary Nizar Hamdun.
(8) National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G01427, Statement of Assistant Secretary, June 15, 1990,
Supject U.S. Relations with Iraq. & National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00828, Briefing
Memorandum, March 23, 1989, Supject: Meeting with Iraqi Under Secretary Nizar Hamdun..
(9 National Security Archive, Document, No. IG01326, Briefing Memorandum, April 16, 1990, Subject: NSC
Deputies Committee Meeting on Iraq.
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Deputies Committee Meeting on Iraq.
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(78 National Security Archive, Document, No. 1G00642, Telegram from Embassy Baghdad to Secretary of

State, September 13, 1988, U.S. Policy toward Iraq and Chemical Weapons Use & National Security Archive,

Document, No. IG00635, telegram from Embassy Baghdad. April C. Glaspie, to Secretary of State, September
12, 1988, Subject: After U.S. Actions, Saddam Changes His Tone.
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(38) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG01397, Secret, Report, May 25, 1990, Subject: 29 May
Deputies Meeting Iraq.
(89 National Security Archive, Document, No. IG01326, Briefing Memorandum, April 16, 1990, Subject: NSC
Deputies Committee Meeting on Iraq.
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3 National Security Archive, July 26,1990, Subject:Policy Coordinating Committee On Protection of us
Interests in the Persian Gulf & National Security Archive , Briefing Memorandum ,April 16,1990, Subject:

Deputies Committtee Meeting on Iraq.
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1) ©3 National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00458, Briefing Memorandum,, August 26, 1987. Subject:
Visit of Iraqi Minister of Trade Dr. Mohammad Mahdi Salih; From 11:00 a.m.; to 2:00p.m. on August 26 at the
Department of Commerce.
2) 3) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00845, Action Memorandum, April 10, 1989, Subject:
Export-Import Financing for Iraq.
3) National Security Archive, Document, No. IG00828, Briefing Memorandum, March 23, 1989, Supject:
Meeting with Iraqi Under Secretary Nizar Hamdun.
4) - National Security Archive, Document, No. IGO0087, Telegram from David W. Culver, Director Program
Development Division Export Credits to Report S. Watson, National Advisory Council on International
Monetary and Financial Policies, Department of Treasury, December 24,1982 Subject: Credit Guarantees for
Iraq
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