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Abstract:
It can be said that American policy toward the Arab world in general and the Arabian Gulf region in particular
was not clearly defined before World War II. It took several directions, including education, health, culture,
particularly archaeology, and the economy, which was limited and gradually expanded, particularly in the oil
sector. The outlines of this policy began to become clear after World War II, when the United States emerged
stronger politically, economically, and militarily. It embarked on the process of eliminating the European

colonial powers, particularly Britain and France, which had emerged exhausted from the war and the acquisition
of their colonies, the most important of which was the Arabian Gulf region, including Iraq. To understand the
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dimensions and implications of American foreign policy and its components, it is essential to examine the
changes that have affected the general meaning of American strategy and interests. The old international system
was weakened, and a new international order was established on its ruins following the repercussions of World
War II and the accompanying changes that led to a reassessment and reordering of the priorities of American
interests. American politicians drew up these priorities in accordance with the current political situation,
defining several basic objectives such as anti-communism, containment policies, military force, and
intervention policies. Therefore, American foreign policy has been characterized by change without maintaining
a uniform pace.The United States has focused its attention on Iraq, with its diverse economic resources, rich
cultural history, and vast quantities of oil—a strategic resource that plays a fundamental role in determining the
state's economic and political strength—since the establishment of the modern Iraqi state with the founding of
the Iraqi Kingdom until today. Iraqi leaders have realized the importance of the United States and its significant
influence in international relations. Throughout his rule, which began with his coup against the monarchy on
July 14, 1958, and was overthrown by a military coup on February 8, 1963, General Abdul Karim Qasim was
keen to maintain a balanced policy between the United States and the communist camp. However, internal
conflicts influenced the leader's choices, which sometimes intersected with American interests. It appears that
the Americans supported the new government that emerged from the ruins of Qasim's government, even though
American economic interests continued to operate normally, with the exception of oil, which was subject to
domestic and international political tensions. This was particularly true given that US policy had become
hostage to Israeli policy and its regional objectives, both during Qasim's rule and during the Arefi regime, which
began with Lieutenant General Abdul Salam Muhammad Aref assuming power on February 8, 1963, and ended
with a military coup that ousted Lieutenant General Abdul Rahman Muhammad Aref from power on July 17,
1968. Keywords: Iraq, United States, July 14 Revolution, Abdul Karim Qasim, Arefi rule. M
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