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Abstract
This study aims to analyze the relationship between oil revenues and public expenditure in the Iraqi economy
during the period 2005-2024, amid heavy reliance on rentier resources. The research adopts a quantitative,
descriptive-analytical approach, collecting data from a sample of 248 experts and specialists in public
economics and fiscal policy through a structured questionnaire based on a five-point Likert scale. Instrument
validity was confirmed through content validity and internal consistency (using the extreme groups method),
while reliability was assessed via Cronbach’s Alpha, yielding high values (0.89 and 0.91). Results revealed a
strong, statistically significant positive correlation (r = 0.76) between oil revenues and public expenditure.
Regression analysis indicated that oil revenues explain 58% of the variance in government spending behavior.
These findings reflect the dominance of the rentier fiscal cycle, weak governance mechanisms, and the absence
of adaptive fiscal policies. The study recommends adopting strict fiscal rules, establishing an effective Iraqi
sovereign wealth fund, restructuring expenditure toward capital investment, and enhancing fiscal transparency
and accountability. This research contributes to filling a critical gap in the literature on the Iraqi economy and

offers an analytical framework applicable to other rentier economies.Keywords: Oil revenues, Public
expenditure, Rentier economy, Resource curse, Fiscal stability.
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