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Abstract:

This study examines the issue of informal housing and its impact on achieving sustainable urban development,
taking the Center of Al-Hur District as a case study. The research aims to analyze the spatial distribution of
informal settlements over recent years and to assess their implications for the various dimensions of sustainable
urban development within the study area. In addition, it seeks to propose practical strategies to address the
associated urban challenges. The study employs a descriptive—analytical methodology for data collection and
analysis, drawing primarily on field investigations and structured questionnaires as key instruments. The findings
reveal that the study area has witnessed a significant proliferation of informal settlements across most of its
residential neighborhoods, with 27 clusters comprising approximately 2,702 informal housing units. This
expansion serves as a negative indicator, reflecting deficiencies in urban planning and posing a major constraint
to the realization of sustainable urban development. Furthermore, the results indicate that informal areas suffer
from a marked shortage of community services and essential infrastructure. The study concludes by
recommending the adoption of alternative planning strategies, including the development of vertical residential
complexes in the northwestern sectors of the city, where suitable land is available, alongside the provision of
financial assistance and housing loans to support low-income households.Keywords: Informal Housing,
Encroachments, Community Services, Geographical Analysis, Al-Hur District Center.
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