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Summary:
The European bilateral agreements of Madrid in 1880, Algeciras in 1906, and Fez in 1912 established
fundamental formal mechanisms that enabled France, Spain, and, to a lesser extent, Britain, to assert strong
control over Moroccan territory. These important agreements consolidated arrangements that facilitated military
intervention, economic exploitation, and political hegemony, which evolved steadily through previous conflicts,
extensive occupations, and complex diplomatic maneuvering. As a result, they enabled Europe to exercise
effective authority over Morocco, despite its status as a declared independent state. Through the delicate interplay
between the settlement reached in Madrid, the subsequent decisions in Algeciras, and the terms set in Fez, Europe
effectively established a comprehensive and detailed framework for controlling the country. The strategy pursued
by the European powers harmoniously combined a sustained military presence, significant financial influence,
and clever political manipulation, with the specific goal of excluding other competing global powers from the
region. This maneuver effectively placed Morocco under French protection, which was administered, to some
extent, by Spain. This status was met with widespread protest and led to ongoing conflict, rebellion, and
considerable controversy throughout the early 20th century. This period provides a clear example of the complex
and often controversial dynamics of European hegemony that extended beyond the confines of formal conquest,
highlighting the complex geopolitical maneuvering employed to maintain control over territories like Morocco.
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