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Revenge in the intellectual life of Arabs before Islam

Assist lect. Israa Salem Jabr
Prof Dr. Shaker Majeed Kazim
University of Basrah — College of Arts
Abstract

Revenge was a fundamental component of the intellectual and social
structure among the Arabs before Islam. It was closely linked to the
concept of honor and collective dignity, where defending spilled blood
and responding to aggression were considered sacred duties that did not
expire over time. The pre-Islamic system of values emphasized protecting
the tribe’s reputation and preserving its prestige, making revenge an
essential tool for maintaining balance among tribes and deterring future
attacks.
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Revenge was vividly reflected in pre-Islamic poetry, proverbs, and

popular sayings, expressing the spirit of tribalism that governed social
and political relations. It was not merely an emotional reaction but a
structured system governed by specific customs and traditions, sometimes
allowing for reconciliation or the acceptance of blood money, but often
demanding retaliation in kind.
This notion of revenge also shaped the image of individual heroism; the
true warrior was one who sought to avenge the blood of his people,
viewing it as proof of his manliness and worthiness. Thus, revenge
became an integral part of the Arabs’ intellectual identity before Islam,
embodying their concepts of justice, honor, and inter-tribal relations.
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