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Abstract[]

This study investigates the dialectal phenomena found in the verbal copulas, namely kana and its sisters, the
verbs of the heart, and thought and its sisters. It traces what grammarians have recorded regarding these copular
verbs in the foundational grammatical and linguistic sources, and examines the linguistic developments that have
occurred in their usage, in addition to the grammarians’ views and disagreements concerning each phenomenon.
The study also discusses the interpretations and possibilities proposed by scholars to explain certain dialectal
usages that diverge from the well-known forms and conflict with the established analogical rules. Such an
approach to explaining linguistic phenomena may stem from the grammarians’ emphasis on the eloquent
standard language, while giving little attention to what differs from it; thus, they sometimes fail to distinguish
between dialectal usage and what may be justified only as poetic necessity.The research further observes cases
in which the incomplete verbs convey the meanings of one another, which may be regarded as a form of semantic
expansion in the language. It is most likely that this usage—where one incomplete verb carries the meaning of
another—reflects an early stage in the history of Arabic, the traces of which remained preserved in certain Arabic
dialects. This indicates that the usage of these verbs had not yet fully stabilized by the time of the revelation of
the Qur’an, which preserved remnants of that earlier linguistic stage, as attested by textual evidence.
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