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Abstract

This research delves into the figure of Abdullah ibn Ja'far al-Sadiqg, known as "al-Aftah,"”
and his role in the crisis of leadership following the martyrdom of his father, Imam Ja'far
al-Sadiq (peace be upon him). It examines the emergence of the "Fathiyyah™ sect, which
adhered to his leadership based solely on his status as the eldest son, without doctrinal or
textual justification. The study highlights that Abdullah lacked significant scholarly or
leadership presence, leading to the swift decline of his faction. Additionally, it discusses
the implications of his nickname "al-Aftah™ and its influence on shaping the identity of an
intellectually immature group. The research also traces the dissolution of the Fathiyyah
after Abdullah's death, due to the absence of a successor or a cohesive project, in contrast
to the establishment of Imam Musa al-Kadhim's (peace be upon him) enduring school.
Furthermore, it presents a rigorous internal critique from prominent figures within the
Imami community, such as Hisham ibn al-Hakam and Dawood al-Raqi, who refuted
Abdullah’s claim to leadership both intellectually and doctrinally. In conclusion, the study
reclassifies the Fathiyyah not as a mature sect but as a transient phenomenon that arose
during a period of uncertainty and faded quietly thereafter.

Keywords: (Al-Fathiyyah, Emergence, Decline)
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