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Abstract 

This study investigates the interplay of feminism, poststructuralist thought, and the socio-cultural experiences of 

Yazidi women as depicted in Dunya Mikhail’s poetry and Nadia Murad’s memoir. By examining themes such 

as gender, identity, and cultural representation, the research highlights both the marginalization and resilience of 

Yazidi women within patriarchal and religiously restrictive contexts.Employing a qualitative methodology, the 

study analyzes Mikhail’s use of symbolic and metaphorical poetic language alongside Murad’s trauma-focused 

testimony through the lens of poststructuralist feminism. This theoretical framework prioritizes the 

deconstruction of essentialist narratives and emphasizes the significant role of language in shaping identity and 

power dynamics. Both feminist empiricism and position theory, which integrate the analysis within their 

respective socio-cultural settings, offer important perspectives on the lives of Yazidi women. A couple of 

examples of this are position theory and feminist empiricism. An examination of Yazidi women's resistance to 

hegemonic narratives is carried out in this feminist study through the application of poststructuralist critique, 

literary analysis, and testimony analysis. The research sheds light on the ways in which religious minorities deal 

with traumatic events, cultural displacement, and gender-based persecution by analyzing feminist theory and the 

experiences that they have actually lived through. Mikhail and Murad's essays are the primary subject of the 

research. The agency and resiliency of Yazidi women are topics that are investigated in this study from a fresh 

point of view. In contrast, a lot of research has been done on impoverished women.Keywords: Feminism, 

Poststructuralism, Dunya Mikhail ,Nadia Murad , Gender. 

 الخلاصة :

دنيا ميخائيل   تبحث هذه الدراسة في التفاعل بين النسوية والفكر ما بعد البنيوي والتجارب الاجتماعية والثقافية لنساء الإيزيديات كما تتجلى في شعر
اهر التهميش والقدرة ومذكرات نادية مراد. ومن خلال تحليل موضوعات مثل النوع الاجتماعي والهوية والتمثيل الثقافي، تُبرز الدراسة في آنٍ واحد مظ

الدينية. وباعتماد منهجية نوعية، تقوم الدراسة بتح اللغة  على الصمود لدى النساء الإيزيديات في سياقات يهيمن عليها النظام الأبوي والقيود  ليل 
ية ما بعد البنيوية. ويعتمد هذا الرمزية والاستعارية في شعر ميخائيل، إلى جانب شهادة مراد التي تركز على الصدمة، وذلك من خلال عدسة النسو 

تُسهم كل من النسوية التجريبية ونظرية .الإطار النظري على تفكيك السرديات الجوهرانية، ويؤكد الدور المحوري للغة في تشكيل الهوية وتوزيع السلطة
لى ذلك:  الموقعية في إدراج التحليل ضمن سياقاته الاجتماعية والثقافية، مما يُضفي رؤى مهمة على واقع حياة النساء الإيزيديات. ومن الأمثلة ع

ديات للسرديات المهيمنة من خلال تطبيق النقد ما بعد  نظرية الموقعية والنسوية التجريبية. وتقوم هذه الدراسة النسوية بفحص مقاومة النساء الإيزي
لأقليات الدينية مع الأحداث الصادمة، والاقتلاع الثقافي، والاضطهاد  البنيوي، والتحليل الأدبي، وتحليل الشهادات. كما تسلط الضوء على كيفية تفاعل ا

تتناول هذه الدراسة قضيتي الفاعلية والصمود لدى النساء الإيزيديات    .القائم على النوع، من خلال تحليل النظرية النسوية والتجارب الحياتية الموثقة
الدراسة    من منظور جديد، حيث يندر التركيز في الدراسات السابقة على هذه الفئة مقارنة بالأبحاث الواسعة حول النساء المهمشات عمومًا. وتُبيّن
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م كيف أن ميخائيل ومراد توظفان السرد والعناصر الرمزية لإعادة تشكيل الخطاب النسوي، وتبرزان كيف يمكن للنصوص السردية والشعر أن تساه
إن هذه الدراسة تُعيد قراءة تجارب النساء الإيزيديات من منظور نسوي وما بعد بنيوي، وتقدّم رؤية جديدة حول مفاهيم الفاعلية  .في تحقيق العدالة

 النسوية ، مابعد البنيوية، دنيا ميخائيل، نادية مراد ، الجنس.الكلمات المفتاحية : .والهوية والمقاومة الثقافية في مواجهة القمع البنيوي 
1- Introduction 

This study investigates the interplay of feminism, poststructuralist thought, and the socio-cultural experiences of Yazidi 

women as represented in the poetry of Dunya Mikhail and the testimonial narrative of Nadia Murad. From the 

perspectives of poststructuralist feminism and feminist empiricism, the study analyzes how these two writers write back 

gendered oppression, cultural marginalization, and women's agency from religiously and/or ethnically oppressed 

communities. It focuses specifically on the ways language, symbolism, and testimony are employed to deconstruct 

essentialist narratives and challenge patriarchal power structures.Mikhail’s poetic voice and Murad’s autobiographical 

testimony are analyzed as acts of resistance that bridge symbolic representation and lived experience. Their texts 

illustrate the specific overlap of gender, religion and cultural identity experienced by Yazidi women. In this respect, not 

only does our study represent a contribution in the field of feminist literary criticism but highlights the redemptive 

power which storytelling, and poetry can have as a means for justice advocacy and enabling the silenced voices on 

societal margins. The aim  is to demonstrate how feminist theory, when applied to both poetic and testimonial forms, 

provides a deeper understanding of the dynamics of identity, agency, and cultural survival under conditions of systemic 

oppression. The Representation of the Experiences of Yazidi Women: A study based on Dunya Mikhail’s literature and 

Nadia Murad’s autobiography .Through poststructuralist feminism and feminist empiricism, the study will examine 

how these writers disrupt hegemonic socio-cultural constructs, subvert patriarchal as well as religious injustice and 

illuminate the issues of resistance, selfhood and agency. The study also aims to bridge the gap between poetic symbolism 

and empirical testimony, demonstrating how feminist discourse engages with the lived realities of marginalized women. 

Despite the increasing recognition of the Yazidi genocide and the systemic violence faced by Yazidi women, there 

remains a significant gap in feminist and poststructuralist analyses of their narratives. Existing studies often generalise 

the oppression of marginalised women without problematizing the specific interconnection between gender, religion, 

and culture in Yazidi_panel_context.The investigation explores the extent to which Mikhail and Murad both contest 

dominant narratives about Yazidi women, providing alternative views of trauma, survival, and cultural representation.. 

It further asks how poststructuralist feminism reveals the role of language and testimony in shaping feminist resistance 

within patriarchal and religiously restrictive societies. Moreover, it explores how feminist empiricism ensures that the 

analysis remains grounded in the real-life experiences of Yazidi women rather than being purely theoretical. This 

inquiry is guided by a set of questions: How does the feminist poetic approach, as reflected in Dunya Mikhail’s works, 

critique and illuminate the socio-cultural realities of the Yazidi religious minority within a poststructuralist framework? 

In what ways do Mikhail’s poetic narratives and Murad’s testimonial account utilize poststructuralist perspectives to 

challenge dominant socio-cultural paradigms affecting the Yazidi community? How does the feminist empiricist 

approach, grounded in the lived experiences of Yazidi women, inform the analysis of resilience, identity, and agency in 

Mikhail’s and Murad’s texts? What role does poststructuralist feminism play in deconstructing cultural and patriarchal 

norms within the positive paradigm of the Yazidi religious minority, as represented in Mikhail’s poetry and Murad’s 

narrative? Finally, how do Mikhail’s symbolic language and Murad’s testimonial structure contribute to a nuanced 

understanding of gendered oppression and cultural resilience in the Yazidi socio-cultural context?   Although the 

experiences of Yazidi women have gained global attention due to atrocities committed by extremist groups, academic 

engagement with their narratives remains limited. By focusing on Mikhail and Murad, this study engages with two 

distinctive but complementary modes of feminist expression: lyrical symbolism and testimonial realism. Mikhail's 

fragmented metaphors challenge cultural norms by subverting traditional poetic forms, while Murad’s memoir situates 

her trauma within a broader historical and political context, offering a first-person account of genocide, captivity, and 

activism. The tow writers in  their texts offer a multidimensional approach to understanding how literature functions as 

both witness and weapon in the face of cultural erasureThe Yazidi women's case demonstrates the necessity of an 

intersectional framework, as their situations are determined not only by gender, but also by ethnicity, religion, and 

displacement. Poststructuralist feminism critiques fixed categories as well as dominant discourses, and feminist 

empiricism ensures the analysis stays grounded in the realities of the lives of Yazidi women. Each of these theoretical 

perspectives bolsters one another, generating a structure that challenges oppression while also validating the epistemic 

worth of experiences that have been marginalized. Rooting literary analysis within this framework allows the research 

to deepen the understanding of feminist resistance to be more inclusive. 
2- Literature Review 

The research involves post-structuralist feminism which critiques essentialist and universalist views on gender. This 

perspective emphasising the shifting nature of identities and the power of language enables an easier examination of 

trauma narratives and cultural representations found in Mikhail's The Beekeeper and Murad's The Last Girl. Murad's 

biography uses personal anecdotes to counter some narratives of victimization. Mikhail, on the other hand, symbolically 
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and creatively refuses to be victimized by the cultural and patriarchal narratives incorporated in his poetry and prose. It 

is by spreading information on the gender, cultural, and religious issues that they seek to dismantle the hierarchies. The 

implementation of feminist empiricism serves as an essential foundation for the methodology, as it ensures that the 

analysis remains connected to the actual situations that women face in their lives. Murad's The Last Girl is an 

autobiographical tale of the Yazidi genocide that places an emphasis on the utilization of scientific evidence in feminist 

debate within the context of the book. As an illustration of how systematic oppression operates at the intersection of 

religion and gender, her description of the psychological and physical pain she endured offers as an outstanding 

example. Along the same lines, Mikhail's journalistic style in The Beekeeper offers Yazidi women with a platform and 

factual information to support feminist criticisms of colonial and patriarchal structures (Tadros, 2020). In addition, 

Mikhail's criticisms of these systems are supported by verifiable evidence. Both Murad's in-depth first-person narratives 

and Mikhail's fragmentary lyrical style bring attention to the challenges that poor people face when it comes to coping 

with trauma, identifying themselves, and surviving.  The theory of the feminist perspective asserts that the lived 

experiences of excluded groups provide distinctive insights into the power dynamics of society, hence showing the 

epistemic advantage of these groups who are excluded. Using the stories of Yazidi women, Mikhail and Murad hope to 

spark resistance and enlightenment in their audience. Their contributions are evidence of this. The poetry of Mikhail 

places an emphasis on the independence and resiliency of survivors, whereas the biography of Murad portrays activism 

through the lens of lived experience. This collection of papers demonstrates how feminist perspective theory may be 

used to question paradigms in order to develop an action that is feminist and that is both inclusive and intersectional.  

Giorgi (2021).  Murad details her experiences as a Yazidi genocide survivor in her memoirs, titled The Last Girl. She 

discusses her time spent in the custody of ISIS as well as her subsequent activism. The work is ideal for a 

poststructuralist and feminist interpretation due to the fact that it criticizes patriarchal and religious norms while also 

highlighting the resilience and agency of Yazidi women. The purpose of this study is to investigate how Murad's 

narrative reclaims the subjectivity of marginalized women by focusing on the language of testimony. In doing so, it 

transforms the painful experiences of these women into powerful tools for advocacy and resistance. "I want to be the 

last girl in the world with a story like mine," adds Murad in response.” (Murad, 2017, p. 308), encapsulating her mission 

to amplify the voices of other survivors. 

3-Nadia Murad’s The Last Girl 

3-1-On Trauma and Testimony 

o “They wanted to erase us, but I decided to speak, not just for me, but for all the girls who were silenced” 

(The Last Girl, 2017, p. 214). 

▪ Murad frames her personal narrative as a collective voice for Yazidi women, using testimony as a tool for 

advocacy and resistance. 

3-2-On Gender and Cultural Marginalization 

• Murad (2017) elaborates on the dehumanization of Yazidi women during captivity. Either due to their 

religion or gender, their captors treated them as though they were below human (p. 124). 

▪ This statement highlights the intersection of gender and religious oppression faced by Yazidi women 

during the genocide. 

3-3-On the Importance of Justice 

o “We need the world to hear our stories, to understand that we cannot heal without justice” (The Last Girl, 

2017, p. 305). 

▪ Murad emphasizes the relationship between storytelling, advocacy, and the need for systemic 

accountability to address trauma. 

3-4- On Feminist Resistance 

o “What they did to us, they did to all women who defy their rules. We became a symbol of what they fear 

most: women who survive” (The Last Girl, 2017, p. 243). 

▪ This line portrays Yazidi women’s survival as an act of defiance against patriarchal and extremist 

ideologies. 
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4-Dunya Mikhail: The BeekeeperMikhail’s The Beekeeper profiles the journeys of women who survived ISIS 

captivity, blending poetic language with journalistic detail. Due to the fact that Mikhail makes use of 

metaphors and imagery to depict the tenacity and agency of her protagonists, this piece of literature is ideal 

for evaluating the symbolic components that are associated with gender and identity.  Dunya Mikhail portrays  

as a powerful form of testimony and survival that resists erasure (Mikhail, 2018, p. 45).. This is only one 

example of what she says. The cultural representation that Mikhail's work contains is the primary focus of 

this investigation. Additionally, the study investigates the ways in which her poetry forms break standard 

narratives and give a voice to groups that are underrepresented in feminist discussion. 

4-1-On Identity and Displacement 

o “What we carried was the song of longing / its lyrics escaping us / in the language of exile” (The War 

Works Hard, 2005, p. 18). 

▪ This reflects the fragmentation of identity and the struggles of displaced women who face both cultural 

loss and personal longing. 

          4-2-On Resilience and Survival 

o “The bees taught me how to carry the honey of hope in the harshest storms” (The Beekeeper, 2018, p. 67). 

▪ Mikhail uses the metaphor of bees to symbolize the resilience of Yazidi women who endured captivity 

but continued to seek freedom and rebuild their lives. 

4-3-On the Impact of War 

o “War works hard to turn women into widows, / to fill their lives with absence / and their nights with 

silence” (The War Works Hard, 2005, p. 22). 

▪ This line critiques the gendered violence of war, emphasizing its disproportionate impact on women and 

their role as survivors. 

4-4-On Cultural and Gendered Oppression 

o “We were always foreigners, even when we lived in our own homes, / stitched into flags that carried the 

weight of men’s wars” (In Her Feminine Sign, 2019, p. 10). 

▪ Mikhail critiques the cultural and gendered structures that marginalize women, particularly in patriarchal 

societies.Dunya Mikhail's books The Beekeeper and The War Works Hard, particularly for post-structuralist 

and feminist inquiry, deal with trauma and cultural representations while employing metaphors and symbolic 

expressions of poetry. Mikhail conveys broken and fragmented identity through shattered and broken images. 

Mikhail captures shattered identity when she writes, "What we carried was the song of longing / its lyrics 

escaping us / in the language of exile" (Mikhail, 2005, p. 18). Mikhail explains that suffering, honey, bees, 

and other trauma metaphors emphasize the hope of trauma-affected Yazidi women and their ability to rebuild 

their lives (Mikhail, 2018, p. 67). These metaphors and other sustained metaphors in The Beekeeper suggest 

strong survival instincts. Mikhail provides agency to the survivors while also critiquing the systemic violence 

they endure. This oppression provides Mikhail's work with unique and immense value for feminist discourse 

surrounding the symbolism of the gender and identity (Giorgi, 2021).Both "The Last Girl" and "The 

Beekeeper" are utilized in this study to investigate trauma, cultural representation, as well as gender and 

identity symbolism. These works address the ways in which feminist theory and lived experiences interact 

with one another, and they challenge the dominant narratives. Their primary focus is on the living experiences 

of Yazidi women. Because of the witness language used by Murad and the poetic language used by Mikhail, 

the texts are a rich source of material for feminist and poststructuralist study. As a result of their innovative 

writing. By adopting this point of view, it becomes much simpler to comprehend the ways in which repressive 

sociocultural circumstances influence identity and agency. There are currently very few feminist and 

poststructuralist critiques of Mikhail and Murad's depictions of Yazidi women, despite the fact that both 

Mikhail and Murad are recognized for the literary and historical value of their works. The ways in which the 

narratives of these works contribute to the development of feminist discourse and call into question prevalent 

prejudices, as well as the ways in which gender, cultural identity, and religious marginalization are 

intertwined, have not received sufficient attention at this point. The purpose of this work is to provide a more 

nuanced knowledge of the Yazidi experience by integrating poststructuralist feminism with perspective and 

empirical methodologies. This is done in an effort to close these gaps. These three approaches to research will 

be integrated in order to accomplish this goal. This research emphasizes the transformative potential of 

storytelling and poetry as tools for justice and advocacy, as seen in Mikhail’s and Murad’s works. It offers a 

localized yet globally relevant critique of systemic oppression, contributing to feminist scholarship by 
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amplifying the voices of Yazidi women. Through this, the study not only enhances the understanding of these 

narratives but also reshapes feminist discourse by centering marginalized experiences and perspectives. 

5-Methodology and Theoretical FrameworkWithin the scope of this investigation, the works of literature 

"The Last Girl" by Nadia Murad and "The Beekeeper and the War Works Hard" by Dunya Mikhail are brought 

under scrutiny. Both of these aspects are essential to the investigation. Textual analysis, public materials, and 

secondary databases are utilized in the research process for these works under investigation. The images of 

institutional oppression, cultural identities, and the lives of Yazidi women that Mikhail and Murad present are 

easier to examine with the use of this method. It is beneficial to bring attention to poststructuralist theory and 

feminism. Due to the fact that the research investigates the language, structure, and problems of the works, it 

is suitable for both textual and critical analysis. Both Mikhail's lyrics and Murad's story bring attention to the 

social challenges that Yazidi women face. The topics of gender, identity, and resilience are discussed in this 

study. 

5-1-Theoretical FrameworkUnlike universalist and essentialist discourses, poststructuralist feminism 

analyzes the discourses of power within language, and the malleability of identity. Haraway (1988) indicates 

that knowledge is socially and culturally situated, and hence cannot be neutral or universal. This and other 

similar views mesh well with Harding's (1991) concept of “strong objectivity". For Harding, the foundation 

of feminist theory ought to be lived experience, and not the disconnected spheres of pure rationalism. Such 

views enable us to analyze how Mikhail and Murad deconstruct the narratives of patriarchal power that shape 

the identities of Yazidi women. Mikhail's broken metaphors and poetic forms, such as "What we carried was 

the song of longing / its lyrics escaping us / in the language of exile" (The War Works Hard, 2005, page 18), 

pose a challenge to the narratives of survival and identity that are commonly used in literature.. This is made 

possible by post-structuralism. The challenges that Mikhail's language poses to patriarchal and hegemonic 

cultural norms will be investigated using this mode of analysis.Interpretations of Nadia Murad's work from a 

poststructuralist perspective pose a challenge to the idea that marginalization and victimization are 

conventional phenomenon. Murad writes in The Last Girl (2017), "They wanted to erase us, but I decided to 

speak, not just for me, but for all the girls who were silenced" (page 214). This is how she describes her 

decision to speak out. Now that she has gained agency and the ability to resist, her unpleasant experience can 

be usedThe purpose of this study is to investigate the ways in which Nadia Murad's testimony challenges 

colonial and patriarchal power structures and reclaims the subjectivity of Yazidi women. Feminist empiricists 

place a strong emphasis on the significance of applying theoretical analysis to the experiences and facts that 

occur in the real world. The use of this strategy is necessary in order to comprehend the manner in which 

Mikhail and Murad's narratives are derived from the experiences of Yazidi women. In The Beekeeper, Mikhail 

tells the experiences of Yazidi women who have shown remarkable resilience via the use of poetry and 

journalism. An examination of the ways in which her work connects symbolic representation to survivor 

reality will be conducted using feminist empiricism. As a result, the study will remain in close proximity to 

the women whose words she amplifies When it comes to feminist empiricism, "The Last Girl" by Murad is 

an excellent example because it tells the story of the Yazidi genocide from the first-person perspective. Her 

narrative sheds emphasis on the various forms of oppression that Yazidi women are subjected to by bringing 

attention to gender, culture, and the harshness of institutions. Murad (2017) describes how Yazidi women 

were dehumanized by their captors, being treated as less than human due to their religious identity and gender.. 

The significance of lived experience within the framework of feminist discourse will be increased as a result 

of this comment, which will criticize the patriarchal and religious structures that sustain oppression. There 

will be an emphasis placed on the significance of actual life experiences.In order to provide a framework for 

the investigation of Mikhail and Murad, poststructuralist feminism and feminist empiricism are utilized. 

Yazidi women and identity stereotypes are the subject of poststructuralism, which investigates how 

representation and language challenge these preconceptions. In feminist empiricism, these theoretical 

concerns are grounded in the realities that women have actually gone through. These points of view have been 

employed to present Yazidi women's experiences with gender, culture, and power. Feminist empiricism and 

poststructuralist feminism are combined in this study. One way that poststructuralist feminism challenges 

inflexible ideas of identification and subverts traditional ideas about Yazidi women is through the examination 

of their function of language and representation in Mikhail and Murad's texts.Feminist empiricism creates 

sure that the gap between symbolic representation and material reality is connected in order to verify that the 

theoretical critique is based on Yazidi women's real experiences. The study guarantees that the criticism is 
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based on actual experiences. The aforementioned procedures display how feminist movements are able to 

solve Yazidi women's struggles.These techniques make it possible thoroughly examine important subjects 

like trauma recovery, cultural identity, and healing. The  study will mainly focus on the use of metaphor and 

poetic expression in the  poststructuralist analysis of The Beekeeper and The War Works Hard . Examining  

how these artistic elements challenge dominant social norms and patriarchal systems. The study will use 

feminist empiricism to concentrate on Dunya Mikhail’s representation of women, particularly  her symbolic 

and amplified female characters.The purpose of this poststructuralist section is to investigate Murad's 

proclamation in The Last Girl as a means of regaining her agency and challenging tyranny. Her intention is 

to capture her experiences through the lens of feminist empiricism in order to demonstrate the perseverance 

of Yazidi women throughout the world. For the purpose of analyzing Mikhail and Murad's works, research 

methodologies such as feminist empiricism and poststructuralist feminism are utilized. This is accomplished 

through the use of approaches such as critical analysis and textual analysis. In autobiographical narratives, 

these concepts assist academics in comprehending the ways in which language, identity, and lived experience 

interact with one another. This piece of work makes a contribution to the field of feminist studies by bringing 

attention to the stubbornness of Yazidi women in the face of institutional oppression. Poetry and narrative 

both have the capacity to facilitate the advancement of social justice and to assist other people. 

6-ConclusionThis study demonstrates that Dunya Mikhail’s poetic works and Nadia Murad’s testimonial 

narrative serve as powerful forms of feminist resistance against systemic oppression. By analyzing their texts 

through the lens of poststructuralist feminism, the research reveals how language, representation, and 

narrative structures challenge hegemonic cultural and patriarchal norms. Mikhail’s poetry disrupts traditional 

representations of femininity, identity, and survival by using fragmented imagery and symbolic metaphors, 

such as in The Beekeeper, where resilience is depicted through the metaphor of bees and honey. Through the 

transformation of their anguish into a call for justice and attention, Murad's tale challenges the concept that 

survivors are victims. By doing so, hegemonic narratives are challenged, and Yazidi women are given more 

agency.   Poststructuralist feminism draws attention to the ways in which essentialist concepts of victimization 

and survival are undercut by the use of language by both authors to reinterpret identity and agency.Because 

of feminist empiricism, which places an emphasis on personal stories as feminist and political acts, the 

research continues to be based on the experiences of Yazidi women with whom it is concerned.      

Ultimately, this study contributes to feminist literary criticism by emphasizing the intersection of gender, 

culture, and power in the Yazidi context. It underscores the transformative potential of storytelling and poetry 

in advocating for justice, amplifying marginalized voices, and reshaping feminist discourse to include diverse 

cultural and religious perspectives. By bridging the gap between poetic expression and empirical testimony, 

the research highlights how Yazidi women’s narratives offer a unique and necessary contribution to global 

feminist thought. 
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