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Abstract:-

Spiiler was a German orientalist who
focused on Islamic history, particularly
Iranian and Mongolian history. Our
question is: How did he interpret history?
What are the mechanisms for interpreting
it? We used the History of the Ghaznavid
State (366-583 AH) as a model. It appears
that he was clearly influenced by one of the
two most important theories of his time,
especially after World War II, namely
Toynbee's challenge-response theory. The
research found that he applied it to its
foundations and had a clear understanding
of its details. In the emergence of the state,
he applied the principles of sonship and
fatherhood. The Ghaznavid state was born
from the Samanid state (261-389 AH),
adopting many of its systems. The Ghurids
were also born from the Ghaznavid state.
He applied the transformation of the
internal proletariat into an effective force
seeking to seize power, according to the
challenge-response theory. The major
challenges and the failure of the existing
authority to respond led to the
strengthening of the internal proletariat at
the expense of the existing authority. To
transform into a competing power, leading
to the emergence of a new state and ruling
family.

The historical actor in these changes
is the unique, thoughtful ruler and leader,
and the response to challenges is based on
him. Those who respond well through
important  decisions and  successful
domestic and foreign policy achieve
victory. The model of internal proletariat is
the rulers of Ghazni (from the reign of
Alptigin to the reign of Sabuktigin), who
were able to build a successful model.
Then, Mahmud established the state at the
expense of the rulers of the Samanid state,
who failed to respond to the internal and
external challenges they faced; their state
was doomed to weakness, division, defeat,
and eventual collapse.

Keywords: Spiiler, interpretation of
history, Ghaznavid state, Orientalism.
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