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Abstract
Time is one of the characteristics of verbs, and a verb must inherently
express an event associated with a time indicated by its morphological
form at the single-word level. Accordingly, time in Arabic is categorized
into past, present, and future, each with its specific use indicated by its
form. When examining the temporal aspect of verbs in general and the
past tense verb in particular, we find that the past tense verb does not
exclusively denote a past event. It may also indicate the present or the
future, depending on specific contexts supported by contextual indicators
that shift the temporal meaning from its original derivational purpose. This
research in Surah Al 'Imran examines instances of the past tense verb's
meaning in its verses and the indicators that shift the meaning from its
original sense to a contextual meaning, which we have termed
grammatical tense.
Keywords: Tense, Grammar, Quran, Grammatical Meaning, Verb.
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