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Social perceptions of young people towards issues (the state, the
system, and authority):
a field study in the city of Baghdad

DR. Noor Khalid Ali / Sociology / Al-Nahrain University
noor.kh.a@nahrainuniv.edu.iq

Abstract
he youth group is considered one of the most influential groups in shaping the features of
the modern state ,because of its intellectual energies ,social vitality ,and ability to change
and take initiative .However ,the relationship between youth and state institutions in the Iraqi
context still faces major challenges ,foremost of which are :political marginalization ,weak
representation ,and declining confidence in the state’s institutional structures.
Based on this matter, the research sought to explore the stereotypical and realistic perceptions
that young people hold towards the state, the political system, and authority, with the aim of
understanding the mechanisms of their thinking and their positions on central issues such as:
belonging, participation, identity, and legitimacy.
The study relied on the social survey method using a random sample of Iraqgi youth from
different social backgrounds in the city of Baghdad, using a questionnaire tool designed to
know the opinions of young people and reveal their general awareness, political and social
orientations. And the motives that drive their attitudes and behavior. Through its results,
the research seeks to provide scientific recommendations that can contribute to formulating
policies that are more comprehensive and responsive to the needs and aspirations of young
people.
Keywords: social perceptions, state, system, power.
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