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Abstract

Volleyball is a team sport that requires a high degree of coordination between offensive
and defensive roles to achieve positive results. Players' tasks are integrated to achieve a
balance between defense and offense. Defensive performance is the cornerstone of
building a well-organized attack. The first line of defense is crucial for maintaining points
and preventing the opposing team from scoring. In recent years, the game has witnessed
significant development in defensive aspects, especially after the introduction of the
libero role, who is the most prominent element in organizing the backcourt defense,
receiving serves, and accurately setting up the ball to initiate attacks. The libero is
considered the defensive heart of the team, responsible for absorbing strong attacks and
organizing defensive positioning, which directly impacts the team's results. Therefore,
studying the impact of his defensive performance is a vital topic that helps coaches
develop training programs and improve team playing styles. It is observed through
following the matches of Al-Qasim Volleyball Club in the Iraqi Premier League (2024—
2025 season) that the level of the team in some matches is affected by the degree of
performance of the libero player, whether in receiving the serve or defending the
backcourt. Hence, the importance of this research lies in determining the relationship
between the defensive performance of the libero player and the results of matches, in
order to reach objective indicators that can be used in preparing training plans.
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