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The impact of Eisencraft's model on the acquisition of historical
concepts among fifth—grade humanities students and the
development of visual thinking

M.M. ayad Ali Mohammed Breij
University of Kirkuk/ College of Basic Education

Abstract

This research aims to investigate the effect of Eisencraft's model on
the acquisition of historical concepts and the development of visual
thinking among fifth—grade literary students. The study sample consisted
of 65 students from Al-Khan Secondary School for Boys, affiliated with
the Kirkuk Education Directorate/Hawija Education Department, during
the 2024/2025 academic year. The students were divided into two
groups: an experimental group (32 students) that studied using
Eisencraft's model, and a control group (33 students) that studied using
the traditional method. The two groups were statistically matched for
several relevant variables. The research instruments included a test for
the acquisition of historical concepts consisting of 39 multiple—choice
items covering 13 specific historical concepts. The test's validity,
difficulty, discrimination, and reliability were verified. A visual thinking
scale was also developed, consisting of 30 items distributed across
three main dimensions of visual thinking, with 10 items for each
dimension. The scale's validity, discrimination, and reliability were also
confirmed. To analyze the data, the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences (SPSS) was used. The statistical methods employed included
the independent samples t-test, the paired samples test, the chi-square
(XZ) test, the item difficulty index, the item discrimination index, and
Cronbach's alpha. The researcher reached the following main
conclusions: the experimental group statistically significantly
outperformed the control group in both acquiring historical concepts and

developing visual reasoning. Based on these results, the researcher




presented several conclusions, recommendations, and suggestions for
future research.
Keywords: Eisencraft model, historical concepts, concept
acquisition, visual thinking, fifth preparatory grade.
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