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Abstract

The researcher aims in the current research to identify the preference
between the methods of arranging items in the psychometric properties
of personality scales among university students. This was achieved
through three main objectives: developing a self-advocacy scale,
creating models for arranging the items on the self-advocacy scale, and
comparing the psychometric properties of the three versions of the self-
advocacy scale. The researcher adapted the self-advocacy scale and
administered it to undergraduate students (Bachelor's degree) at the
University of Baghdad during the 2024/2025 academic year, excluding
fifth and sixth—year students in some colleges, totaling 51,191 students.
To arrive at sound conclusions about the original population from which
the problem originated, the researcher selected a representative group,
known as the sample, which is a part of the population. The sampling
method was as follows. The researcher adopted the descriptive—

comparative approach to achieve the research objectives, which




consisted of a set of research procedures undertaken to fully describe
the phenomenon under investigation. This involved collecting,
classifying, processing, and thoroughly analyzing facts and data to
extract their significance and arrive at conclusions or generalizations.
Regarding the phenomenon, and to achieve the first objective, the
researcher undertook all the necessary scientific procedures and steps
to construct tests and scales according to Item Response Theory. This
began with defining the measured concept (self-advocacy) and
determining its behavioral scope, represented by identifying the scale's
domains. This was done by adopting the self-advocacy scale developed
by Harris (2009). Logical analysis was then conducted, revealing that all
items on the self-advocacy scale possessed good psychometric
properties. All items were retained, thus achieving the objective. To
achieve the second objective, the researcher prepared models for
arranging the scale items. Three scale models were developed: (a
model for randomly arranging items, a model for arranging items within
each domain, and a model for arranging items within each domain).
These models were applied to the same statistical analysis sample used
in the scale construction procedures. The data obtained from these
methods were analyzed to determine the psychometric properties of the
overall scale. It was found that all items of the overall scale possessed
good standard properties for all three scale models, thus achieving the
second objective. The third objective involves presenting and analyzing
the results of the current research in terms of comparisons. The
comparison between item ordering methods (random item ordering,
ordering by item within each domain, and ordering by item within each
domain) in the psychometric properties of the overall scale aims to
determine the superiority of one of these models in ordering the scale.
In light of the results of the current research, the researcher arrived at

some suggestions and recommendations.
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