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Abstract

This section examined the definition of the soul and its significance in
the Qur’an and Sunnah. Linguistically, the soul refers to the life-
giving essence of the body, while technically it is a divine, immaterial
entity whose nature varies according to scholars like Al-Ghazali, Al-
Razi, and Al-Bajuri. Related terms such as "self" and "life" were
discussed, showing their connection to the soul. The Qur’an and
Sunnah associate the soul with life, creation, the divine breath in
humans, prophecy, revelation, and occasionally the Greatest Name,
while emphasizing the human composition of body and soul. The
views of the Mu'tazila, Ash arites, and Ibn al-Qayyim on the soul
were presented, highlighting the Mu'tazila’s materialistic
interpretation  versus the Ash'arite and Ibn al-Qayyim’s
acknowledgment of the soul as an independent, immaterial, and post-
mortem existing entity. The conclusion stresses that understanding the
soul requires balancing scriptural evidence with the limits of human
reason.
Keywords: Philosophical contrast, Mu'tazila and Ash'ari, soul.
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